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I am pleased to present the Report of the Convention Governance Committee (CGC) on Bylaws to the 
Members and Delegates of the United States Pharmacopeial Convention (USP). 

USP’s Bylaws provide the primary framework for the organization’s governance functions including some 
of the key processes that underly the USP’s standards-setting activities. Bylaws also define decisional 
roles of Convention Members and the obligations of membership.  It is important to note that USP’s 
Bylaws can only be revised by a majority vote of Member Organization Delegates.

As the body that determines USP’s Bylaws, Member Organizations also carry the responsibility to ensure 
that these rules provide structure and processes that both preserve the credibility of USP’s standards-
setting and ensure USP’s continued operation as a US 501(c)(3) independent non-profit organization.  
And while the Bylaws need to help sustain USP, they also should be flexible enough to allow the 
organization to evolve and grow over time. 

At the Convention Meeting–held only once every five years–Member Organizations have the opportunity 
to consider, debate and vote on Bylaws amendments that will help ensure these three objectives: 1) 
Maintaining the integrity of USP standard setting; 2) Preserving the organization’s independent non-
profit status; and 3) Enabling the organization to respond in the rapidly evolving global landscape where 
USP operates. The proposed amendments presented in this report are put forward by the Convention 
Governance Committee with these objectives in mind.

We encourage you to review the CGC report and proposed amendments carefully. The decision whether 
to amend the Bylaws is an important responsibility that rests solely with you and the other member 
organizations of the USP Convention, and we hope that you will give this responsibility your full attention.  

On behalf of the CGC, I would like to extend our appreciation to the USP Board of Trustees, the Council of 
Experts, the Council of the Convention, Member Organizations, and others who contributed to the process.
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Convention Governance Committee

The CGC, consisting of seven representatives of Convention Members Organizations and four members of the Council of 
Experts, had the following responsibilities over the course of the 2015-2020 cycle: 
 

• Ensuring the integrity, accuracy, and security of the voting process
• Developing and reviewing proposed amendments to the Bylaws; and 
• Reviewing the proposed rules and procedures of the Council of Experts and the Council of the Convention to 
ensure consistency with the Bylaws and forwarding such rules and procedures with any comments to the Board of 
Trustees for its approval. 

Bylaws provisions related to the Convention Governance Committee (CGC) and its work are available in the Appendix  
of this report. 

Members of the CGC were appointed by President Jesse L. Goodman, M.D., M.P.H. in July 2015 and assumed the duties 
assigned to them in the Bylaws. The CGC members who were members of the Council of Experts (CoE) helped to 
facilitate communications within the CoE and topics relevant to it. The CGC held a total of nine meetings during the 
2015-2020 cycle and is planning to hold one additional meeting after the Convention Meeting to capture learnings from 
the cycle and assist with the transition to the 2020-2025 cycle.

Amendment Development Process

The Amendment development process began with joint review by the CGC and USP staff of the steps necessary to 
prepare the Convention for increased engagement as USP enters its third century. These proposed Amendments fall  
into the following two categories: 

• Modernizing Membership
• Streamlining Governance

USP staff that regularly work with the Bylaws also performed a review of the Bylaws and proposed Amendments to 
the CGC, which include moving the appeals process to the Rules and Procedures of the Council of Experts and better 
describing the role of the CoE Chair.

The CGC then initiated a call for Bylaws Amendments which ran from March 3, 2019, through May 3, 2019, and resulted in 
no proposed Amendments.  

Finally, the Bylaws underwent a review by the Convention Meeting Parliamentarian, who assisted the CGC with identifying 
issues related to internal consistency and best practices. 

The section following this memorandum, titled “Summary of Changes,” highlights the major changes proposed by the 
CGC. In this section, the CGC provides a brief statement on the issues and describes how the issues are intended to be 
addressed by the Amendments. 

The remaining sections in this report include the proposed Amendments to the USP Bylaws and a Glossary of Terms.  
The proposed Amendments have been formatted in two ways for Membership review:
 

• Complete set of Bylaws in red-line format, reflecting the proposed amendments in the order they appear in the Bylaws. 
• Proposed Amendments by topic, containing each provision in its current language, the proposed changes, and 
how the provision will appear if the amendment is adopted. This format will be used during the business session 
to debate and vote on the proposed amendments.
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Members of the Convention Governance Committee
Chair 
Michael Moné, J.D., R.Ph., FAPhA
Delegate, Florida Pharmacy Association

Members
Erik Burns, M.B.A., Ed.D., Representative, American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists

Jim De Muth, Ph.D., R.Ph., Chair, General Chapters—Dosage Forms Expert Committee

Robin J. Marles, Ph.D., Chair, Botanical Dietary Supplements and Herbal Medicines Expert Committee 

Stacey May, M.A., Delegate, Product Quality Research Institute

Ernie Parente, Ph.D., Chair, Chemical Medicines 2 Expert Committee

John Punzi, Ph.D., Delegate, Consumer Healthcare Products Association

Hanan Sboul, M.B.A., CAE, Delegate, Jordan Association of Manufacturers of Pharmaceuticals and Medical Applicances

April Shaughnessy, R.Ph., CAE, Representative, Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy

Don Singer, M.S., Delegate, American Society for Quality

Wes Workman, Ph.D., Chair, General Chapters—Biological Analysis
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Summary of Changes

Create an Associate Membership Category
In order to better engage those organizations that are currently Observers, the creation of a new 
“Associate Member” category is proposed. Associate Members could be either organizations or 
individuals, and their terms would be limited to one cycle. 

Merge the Council of the Convention (CoC) and the CGC
To allow for greater engagement over the course of the cycle and to best take advantage of the 
wealth of talent within the Convention Membership, it is proposed to merge the CGC and CoC 
into one committee, retaining the name Council of the Convention. This group will be responsible 
for ongoing Convention engagement, recommending new Convention Member Organizations 
to the Board of Trustees, overseeing the Resolution process, and oversight of rules and Bylaws 
amendments. 

Permit Remote Voting in Advance of the Convention Meeting
Recognizing technical advances that may facilitate online engagement and participation in the next 
five years, the CGC is proposing that remote voting in advance of the Convention Meeting will be 
permitted, but not required. 

Clarifying the Role of the CoE Chair
Given the delegation of the role of the CoE Chair from the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to the Chief 
Science Officer (CSO), the CGC is recommending clarifications to the Bylaws related to that role, 
including specifying that the Chair of the CoE serves on the Nominating Committee and articulating 
the Chair’s role in overseeing the work of the CoE.  

Increasing Transparency and Specificity of the Appeals Process
In order to increase clarity for stakeholders, the details on the appeals process are going to be moved 
from the Bylaws to the Rules and Procedures of the Council of Experts. The Bylaws will still specify 
the right to appeal and then direct the stakeholder to the Rules for additional information. This 
process should limit the number of places that a potential appellant may need to refer to, and also 
provide increased flexibility in updating should the need arise. 

Additional Changes for Clarity
Additional changes for clarify and specificity are detailed in the attached table and can also be seen 
in the redline document. 
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202015-20205 USP BYLAWS 

 
Adopted by the USP Convention membership on May X, 2020 April 25, 2015. 
 
Article I.  Name and Principal Office  
 
Section 1.  Name.  
The name of the corporation is The United States Pharmacopoeial Convention (hereinafter the 
“Convention”).    The alternative spelling, “Pharmacopeial,” also may be used. 
 
Section 2.  Principal Office.   
The principal office of the Convention shall be in such suitable place as the Board of Trustees may from time 
to time determine as necessary or desirable for the conduct of the affairs of the Convention. 
 
Article II.  Purposes 
 
The purposes for which the Convention is formed are as set forth in the Articles of Incorporation and 
include developing and disseminating public standards for medicines and other articles, and engaging in 
related public health programs.  The Convention may also set forth by resolution or in separate documents a 
more detailed mission statement. 
 
Article III.  Membership 
 
Section 1.  Categories and Qualifications.    
The members of the Convention (“Members”) shall consist of the following, and shall be hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the “Membership”: 
 

 
a. Voting Members.   

The Convention shall have two categories of voting Members (“Voting Members”), as set forth 
below, which shall have voting rights set forth in Section 3 below. 
 
Voting Organizational Members.  Voting organizational members (“Voting Organizational 
Members”) shall be organizations or governmental bodies representing the following categories; 
providing, however, that not less than sixty percent (60%) combined of the Organizational Voting 
Members shall fall within subcategories (ai) or and (bii) below, and provided further, that the total 
number of Voting Organizational Members shall not exceed six hundred (600).   

 
(i) (a)  Academic institutions including accredited colleges and schools of allopathic, osteopathic, 

and veterinary medicine, pharmacy and nursing and other recognized academic institutions in 
health and science-related fields, and associations thereof;   
 

(ii) (b)  Health practitioner professional and scientific associations and organizations including those 
that represent allopathic, osteopathic, and veterinary medicine, pharmacy, nursing, and other 
health and science-related fields; 
 

(ii)(iii) (c)  Consumer and other organizations representing the public interest;  
 

(iii)(iv) (d)  Manufacturer, trade, and affiliated associations;  
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Not later than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular Membership Meeting, the following shall be made available 
to the Membership by electronic mail or by a link to the USP website:  report of the Nominating Committee 
for Officers and Trustees; report of the Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts; report of the 
Council of the Convention on proposed resolutions; and report of the Governance CommitteeCouncil of the 
Convention on proposed amendments to the Bylaws.   
In the event that any of these actions are to be taken by written ballot in accordance with Section 6 below, the 
applicable report must be made available to the Membership not later than sixty (60) days prior to the date on 
which the written ballot is made available. 
 
Section 5.   Special Membership Meetings.   
Special Membership Meetings (“Special Membership Meetings”) may be called by the President, the Board of 
Trustees, or upon the request of twenty-five percent (25%) of the Voting Members.  Notice shall be given to 
the Membership not less than ten (10) nor more than ninety (90) days prior to the Special Membership 
Meeting in the manner specified in Section 2 of Article XIII of these Bylaws, and the notice shall state the 
purposes of the Special Membership Meeting.  No business other than that stated in the notice may be 
considered at a Special Membership Meeting.  Any Member may participate in a Special Membership Meeting 
by means of a conference telephone or similar telecommunications device that allows all persons participating 
in the Special Membership Meeting to hear and speak to each other, and for purposes of the quorum 
requirement described in Section 6a below such participation shall be deemed presence in person at such 
Special Membership Meeting. 
 
In the event that any of these actions are to be taken by written ballot in accordance with Section 6 below, the 
applicable report must be made available to the Membership not later than sixty (60) days prior to the date on 
which the written ballot is made available. 
 
 
Section 6.  Quorum and Voting.   
 

a. Voting at a Membership Meeting.   
Each Voting Member in good standing shall have one vote at any Regular or Special Membership 
Meeting where votes are cast. Each Voting Organizational Member shall cast its vote through its 
Delegate, and each Delegate may only represent one Voting Organizational Member.  A quorum shall 
consist of Delegates and At Large Voting Members present in person representing twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the total Voting Members.  Proxy voting shall not be allowed.  Unless otherwise 
required by these Bylaws, a majority of the votes cast at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall 
constitute the action of the Membership. 

 
b. Voting by Written Ballot.     

Any action that may be taken at a Special Membership Meeting may be taken without a Special 
Membership Meeting if the Convention delivers by electronic mail or otherwise makes available on 
the Internet to all Voting Members a written ballot.   Voting by written ballot shall be conducted as 
follows: 

 
(i) In the event that any of the actions usually taken at a Regular Membership Meeting are to be 

taken by written ballot, the applicable report must be made available to the Membership not 
later than sixty (60) days prior to the date on which the written ballot is made available.  
 

(ii) The ballot shall set forth each proposed action and shall provide an opportunity to vote 
either for or against each proposed action. For elections of Officers and Trustees or the 
Council of Experts, the ballot shall set forth the candidates nominated by the applicable 
Nominating Committee, and shall provide an opportunity to select or write in a candidate.    
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(iii) The number of ballots received by the Convention must equal or exceed the quorum that 

would have been required had there been a Membership Meeting (i.e., ballots must be 
received from twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the Voting Members). 

 
(iv) Unless otherwise indicated in these Bylaws, a majority of the affirmative votes cast by ballot 

shall constitute the action of the Membership with respect to each matter on the ballot. 
 

(v) All solicitations for votes by written ballot shall indicate the number of responses needed to 
meet the quorum requirement, state the percentage of votes approvals necessary to 
approvetake action on each matter, and specify the time by which a ballot must be received 
by the Convention in order to be counted, which shall not be less than thirty (30) days after 
the ballot is made available. 

 
 

(v)  
 
Section 7.  Removal.    
Any Voting Organizational Member may be removed for cause from Membership by a two-thirds vote of the 
Board of Trustees upon a recommendation made by the Council of the Convention pursuant to its rules and 
procedures.  Such procedures shall include prior notification to the Voting Organizational Member of the 
grounds for removal and intent to remove.  As used herein, “cause” shall mean (i) failure by a Voting 
Organizational Member to name a Delegate within twelve (12) months after issuance of an invitation to 
become a Voting Organizational Member, or (ii) failure of a named Delegate (or alternate?) to attend two (2) 
consecutive Regular Membership Meetings, or (iii) failure of a Voting MemberDelegate to vote on two (2) 
consecutive written ballots.  . 
  
Section 8.  Observers.    
Based on criteria established under Article IX, Section 1c below, the Council of the Convention may invite an 
organization to become an observer (“Observer”) to the Convention.  Observers may send a representative 
to attend Regular Membership Meetings, but Observers are not Members, shall not have voting rights, and 
shall comply with all rules and procedures for their participation established by the Council of the 
Convention pursuant to Article IX, Section 1c.  
 
Article IV. Officers 

 
Section 1.  Officers.   
The officers of the Convention (“Officers”) shall consist of a President, a Past President, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and an Executive Vice President– Chief Executive Officer (“EVP–CEO”). 
 
Section 2.  Election of Officers.   
The President and Treasurer of the Convention shall be elected by the Voting Members of the Convention at 
the Regular Membership Meeting or by written ballot prior to the Regular Membership Meeting.  The EVP–
CEO shall be an employee hired by the Board, and may serve in such capacity for as long as the Board deems 
appropriate.  The Secretary of the Convention shall be an employee of the Convention appointed by the 
EVP–CEO. 
 
Section 3.  Term of Office.   
Except for the EVP–CEO and Secretary (who shall be employees of the Convention) and the Past President, 
the Officers of the Convention shall be installed on the July 1st following the Regular Membership Meeting at 
which they are elected and shall hold office for five years, or until their respective successors shall have been 
duly elected and installed.  The Past President shall be installed on the July 1st following completion of the 
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term as President and shall hold office for one year.  With the exception of the Past President, Officers shall 
be subject to the term limitations set forth in Article V, Section 3. 
 
Proviso: The changes to this section shall not go into effect until July 1, 2020. 
 
Section 4.  Resignation.   
Any Officer may resign at any time by giving signed written notice to the Secretary of the Convention.  Such 
resignation shall take effect at the time the notice is delivered, unless the notice specifies a later effective date. 
 
Section 5.  Removal.   

a. Any Officer elected by Voting Members of the Convention may be removed from such office, with 
or without cause, by a two-thirds vote of Voting Members at a Special Membership Meeting called 
expressly for that purpose. 

 
b. In addition to the aforementioned, any Officer may be removed from office by a majority vote of the 

Board of Trustees if such person has been declared of unsound mind by a final order of the court; 
has been convicted of a felony; has been found by a final order of the court to have breached a duty 
as an Officer; or does not satisfy at the time any of the qualifications for an Officer listed in these 
Bylaws. 

 
Section 6.  Vacancies.  
A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise, shall be filled 
for the unexpired term as follows.  A vacancy in the position of Past President shall be left vacant.  A vacancy 
in the position of President or Treasurer shall be filled within one hundred twenty (120) days by majority vote 
of the remaining members of the Board of Trustees for the unexpired term of the vacant position.  The 
Board of Trustees may, at its discretion, fill the vacancy with an elected or appointed Trustee, provided such 
Trustee is otherwise eligible for the position.  A vacancy in the position of EVP–CEO shall be filled by the 
Board of Trustees, and a vacancy in the position of Secretary shall be filled by appointment by the EVP–
CEO. 
 
Section 7.  President.   
The President shall chair Membership Meetings and meetings of the Council of the Convention and make 
appointments to the Council of the Convention, the Governance Committee, the Nominating Committee for 
Officers and Trustees, and the Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts as set forth in Articles IX, 
X, and XI and XII.  In addition, the President may call Special Membership Meetings as provided in Article 
III, Section 5 of these Bylaws. 
 
Section 8.  Past President.    
The immediate prior President of the Convention shall serve as Past President unless elected to another 
position on the Board for the ensuing term. 
 
Section 9.  Secretary.   
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the Board and Membership Meetings; serve as 
Secretary of the Council of the Convention, the Nominating Committee for Officers and Trustees, and the 
Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts, and the Governance Committee; see that all notices are 
duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; and in general perform all 
duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as may be assigned by the President or by the 
Board of Trustees. 
 
Section 10.  Treasurer.   
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The Treasurer shall provide general oversight for the financial affairs of the Convention.  In addition, the 
Treasurer shall perform all the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to 
time may be assigned by the President or by the Board of Trustees. 
 
Section 11.  Executive Vice President–Chief Executive Officer.    
The Executive Vice President–Chief Executive Officer (“EVP–CEO”) shall be a member of the Board of 
Trustees, ex officio, without vote.  The EVP–CEO, or the EVP–CEO’s designee, shall serve as Chair of the 
Council of Experts, as provided in Article VII, Section 3.  and in such capacity shall have charge of the work 
of the Council of Experts, organize the Council of Experts in accordance with these Bylaws, and have such 
other duties and authority as set forth in the rules and procedures for the Council of Experts.  The EVP–
CEO may appoint advisory bodies to advance the work of Council of Experts and the Convention and 
provide advice to staff on policy matters.  The EVP–CEO shall appoint the Secretary and may appoint other 
staff officers as deemed appropriate. 
 
ARTICLE V.  BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Section 1.  Duties.   
There shall be a Board of Trustees of the Convention (hereinafter the “Board” or “Board of Trustees”), 
which shall oversee the management, property, and affairs of the Convention, except as otherwise expressly 
provided by law, the Articles of Incorporation of the Convention, or these Bylaws. 
 

a. The specific duties of the Board of Trustees include, but are not limited to:  hiring and supervising the 
CEOExecutive Vice President–Chief Executive Officer; establishing policy for the Convention; 
approving the strategic plan and annual budget; overseeing risk; , including the development of a 
strategic plan for the Convention; approving the budget of the Convention; additional 
responsibilitiesduties as set forth in these Bylaws; and performing such other duties as it deems 
necessary and proper. 

 
b. The Board of Trustees shall develop rules and procedures to supplement the provisions of this 

Article and Article VI below and govern the conduct of its own affairs. 
 

Section 2.  Number and Qualifications.   
 

a. The Board of Trustees shall be composed of eight Trustees elected by Voting members of the 
Convention at its Regular Membership Meeting, the President, Past President, and Treasurer, with 
the CEOExecutive Vice President-Chief Executive Officer serving as a non-voting Trustee.   
 

b. The eight Trustees shall be chosen as follows: two shall be representative of the pharmaceutical 
sciences, two shall be representative of the medical sciences, one shall be a public member, and three 
shall serve without restriction concerning their affiliation.   
 

c. The Board of Trustees also may appoint at any time up to three (3) additional Trustees to provide 
expertise that the Board determines is necessary or desirable to meet the needs of the Convention.  
Such appointed Trustees shall serve until the subsequent election and installation of Trustees in 
accordance with Section 3 below.   next Regular Membership Meeting of the Convention. 
 

Section 3.  Election and Term of Office.    
Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, the members of the Board of Trustees shall be elected by a 
majority vote of a quorum of the Voting Members of the Convention at the Regular Membership Meeting or 
by written ballot.  Such Trustees shall serve for a term of five years, commencing on July 1st following the 
Regular Membership Meeting.  Other than the EVP–CEO and Past President, no person may serve on the 
Board of Trustees more than two consecutive terms, including any partial term resulting from appointment.  



12200 years of building trust

Report of the Convention Governance Committee on Bylaws

2020-2025 USP Bylaws  Page 7 

 
Section 4.  Chair.    
Each year, the Board of Trustees shall elect from among the Trustees a Chair, who shall chair each meeting 
of the Board that year and shall perform such other duties as the Board may assign.   In the absence of the 
Chair, a member of the Executive Committee of the Board selected by the Chair shall chair meetings of the 
Board. 
 
Section 5.  Resignation.   
Any Trustee may resign at any time by giving signed written notice to the Secretary of the Convention.   Such 
resignation shall take effect at the time the notice is delivered, unless the notice specifies a later effective date.  
 
Section 6.  Removal.   
 

a. Any Trustee elected by the Voting Members of the Convention may be removed from such office, 
with or without cause, by a two-thirds vote of Voting Members at a Special Membership Meeting 
called expressly for that purpose.   

b. Any Trustee appointed by the Board of Trustees may be removed from office, with or without cause, 
by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees at a regular or special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
called expressly for that purpose. 

c. In addition, any Trustee elected by the Voting Members may be removed from office by a majority 
vote of the Board of Trustees if such person has been declared of unsound mind by a final order of 
the court; has been convicted of a felony; has been found by a final order of the court to have 
breached a duty as a Trustee; or does not satisfy at the time any of the qualifications for a Trustee 
listed in these Bylaws. 

 
Section 7.   Vacancies.   
A vacancy occurring in an elected Trustee position shall be filled within one hundred twenty (120) days by 
majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Trustees for the unexpired term of the vacant 
position.  The Board of Trustees may, at its discretion, fill the vacancy with an elected or appointed Trustee, 
provided such Trustee is otherwise eligible for the position.  A vacancy occurring in an appointed Trustee 
position may or may not be filled, at the discretion of the Board. 
 
Section 8.  Regular Meetings.   
Regular meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be held not less than annually at such time, day, and place as 
shall be designated by the Chair or a majority of the voting Trustees then in office, for the purpose of 
transacting such business as may come before the meeting.   
 
Section 9.  Special Meetings.   
Special meetings of the Board of Trustees may be called at the direction of the Chair or by a majority of the 
voting trustees then in office, to be held at such time, day, and place as shall be designated in the notice of the 
meeting. 
 
Section 10.  Notice.   
Notice of the time, day, and place of any meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be given at least ten days 
previous thereto in the manner set forth in Section 2 of Article XIII hereof.  The purpose or purposes for 
which a special meeting is called shall be stated in the notice thereof.  Any Trustee may waive notice of any 
meeting by a written statement executed either before or after the meeting. 
 
Section 11.  Quorum.   
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A majority of the voting Trustees then in office shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at 
any meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Section 12.  Manner of Acting.   
Except as otherwise expressly required by law, the Articles of Incorporation of the Convention, or these 
Bylaws, the affirmative vote of a majority of the Trustees present at any meeting of the Board at which a 
quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Trustees.  Each Trustee shall have one vote.  Voting by 
proxy shall not be permitted.  Any action that may be taken at a meeting of the Trustees may also be taken 
without a meeting if a written consent setting forth the action is signed by all of the Trustees entitled to vote.  
Electronic signatures shall be permitted, and an electronic mail response may also be deemed to constitute 
such signature.  Such consent shall have the same force and effect as a unanimous vote. 
 
Section 13.  Meeting via Telephone or Other Telecommunications Device.   
Trustees may participate in a meeting of the Board of Trustees by means of a conference telephone or similar 
telecommunications device that allows all persons participating in the meeting to hear and speak to each 
other, and such participation in a meeting shall be deemed presence in person at such meeting. 
 
Article VI.  Committees of the Board 

Section 1.  Committees of Trustees.   
The Board of Trustees may designate and appoint one or more committees, each consisting of two or more 
Trustees, which committees shall have and exercise that authority as may be delegated by the Board; provided, 
however, that no such committee shall have the authority of the Board in reference to amending, altering, or 
repealing these Bylaws; electing, appointing or removing any Officer or Trustee; amending the Articles of 
Incorporation; adopting a plan of merger or adopting a plan of consolidation with another corporation; authorizing 
the sale, lease, exchange, or mortgage of all or substantially all of the property and assets of the Convention; 
authorizing the voluntary dissolution of the Convention; adopting a plan for the distribution of the assets of the 
Convention; or amending, altering, or repealing any resolution of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Section 2.  Standing Committees.    
 

a. Executive Committee.   Between meetings of the Board of Trustees, the day-to-day affairs of the 
Convention shall be conducted by an Executive Committee, the membership of which shall be as follows: 
the Chair, the President, the Treasurer, and the public member Trustee.  The EVP–CEO also shall serve as 
an ex officio nonvoting member.   The Executive Committee shall have and exercise all the powers and 
perform all of the duties commonly incident to and vested in the Board of Trustees, subject to the 
limitations set forth in Section 1 above.  All actions taken by the Executive Committee shall require 
ratification by the Board at its next meeting following the date such actions were taken in order for such 
actions to remain effective. 

 
b. Other Standing Committees.   The Board may designate other standing committees, and shall set forth the 

duties, membership, terms of office, provisions for vacancies, quorum, and other provisions of each 
committee in the Board’s rules and procedures. 

 
 
Article VII.  Council of Experts  

Section 1.  Duties.   
There shall be a Council of Experts which together with its Expert Committees shall be responsible for determining 
and approving content of the United States Pharmacopeia and National Formulary (USP-NF) and other compendia and 
information that may be published on behalf of the Council of Experts (including translations and line extensions of 
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the USP-NF) and any reference standards associated therewith in accordance with the rules and procedures 
established by the Council of Experts. 
 
Section 2.  Election, Term and Removal.   
The Council of Experts shall be composed of the chairs of the Expert Committees, together with the Chair of the 
Council of Experts, who shall be an ex officio voting member. The members of the Council of Experts other than the 
Chair and those members appointed by the Council of Experts under Section 45 and Section 78 below shall be 
elected by the Voting Members at the Regular Membership Meeting  and shall serve a term of five (5) years or until 
their successors are installed. Members of the Council of Experts other than the Chair may serve no more than two 
consecutive terms, including any partial term resulting from appointment.  Upon the recommendation of the 
Council of Experts, the Board of Trustees may remove any member of the Council of Experts for cause. 
 
Section 3.  Chair.   
The Chair of the Council of Experts shall be the CEO or the CEO’s designee, and in such capacity shall  
direct and facilitate have charge of the work of the Council of Experts, organize the Council of Experts in 
accordance with these Bylaws, and have such other duties and authority as set forth in the rules and 
procedures for the Council of Experts.   
 
Section 4.  Number and Types.   
The number and types of Expert Committees for the next cycle shall be determined as follows: 
 

a. Not less than twelve (12) months prior to each Regular Membership Meeting, the Council of Experts shall 
recommend to the Board the number and types of Expert Committees for the next cycle.    

b. Voting Members shall be given not less than ninety (90) days to provide comment on the proposed 
number and types of Expert Committees.  All comments shall be acknowledged as received.   

c. Within ninety (90) days following the Voting Member comment deadline, the Board of Trustees shall 
review the comments received and approve the list of Expert Committees for the next cycle.  The Board 
shall issue a report summarizing the comments provided and the decisions of the Board of Trustees. 

d. Upon notification by the Board, the Nominating Committee of the Council of Experts shall develop a list 
of appropriately qualified candidates for the chairs of such Expert Committees. 

 
Section 4.  Additional Expert Committees.  
At any time during the cycle, the Council of Experts may recommend to the Board that additional Expert 
Committees be established to carry out the work of the Convention.  If approved by the Board, the chairs of 
such additional Expert Committees shall be appointed by majority vote of the Council of Experts. 
 
Section 5.  Rules.  
The Council of Experts shall make such rules and adopt such procedures, not in conflict with these Bylaws, 
as are sufficient to ensure the accuracy and adequacy of the content of the United States Pharmacopeia, the 
National Formulary, and other authorized publications, and to provide for adequate notice and opportunity for 
public comment and full and impartial consideration of all proposed changes in, and additions to, the content 
of such publications.   Such rules and procedures shall include provisions for the governance of the Council 
of Experts (including, but not limited to: filling of vacancies, appointment of additional chairs, conflict of 
interest rules, the election and operation of Expert Committees and the creation and operation of advisory 
bodies within the Council of Experts) and rules to carry out its areas of responsibility.  Prior to adoption, the 
proposed rules and procedures shall be submitted to the Governance CommitteeCouncil of the Convention 
and the Board for review and approval as set forth in Article IX, Section 1c. 
 
Section 6.  Vacancies.   
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Vacancies shall be filled by appointment by majority vote of the remaining members of the Council of 
Experts for the unexpired term of the vacant position. 
 
Section 7.  Appeals. 
The Council of Experts shall adopt include in its rules and procedures provisions for appealing any standard 
adopted by the Council.  The appeals process shall be consistent with the following provisions: 
 
A request for an appeal shall be made in writing to the Executive Secretariat within sixty (60) days after the 
date of publication of the standard as official final approved text.   
 
 
Proviso: The changes to this section shall not go into effect until August 17, 2020. 
 
The Council or Expert Committee establishing the standard shall work with a sense of urgency and have up 
to ninety (90) days to reconsider the standard and issue a decision.  Following a decision by the Council or 
Expert Committee, the appellant may request further review in accordance with the provisions set forth in 
the rules and procedures. 

a.  
 

c. The appellant shall have thirty (30) days following receipt of the decision to request in writing further 
review by a panel consisting of three members of the Council of Experts appointed by the Chair, 
three members of the Board of Trustees appointed by the Chair of the Board, and up to three 
additional experts appointed by the President in consultation with the Chair of the Council of 
Experts.  The panel shall be chaired by the President.   

 
d. The panel shall be convened within ninety (90) days after the request for further review is received, 

and the appellant shall be given the right to appear at a hearing of the panel. The decision of the 
panel shall be final.   

 
e. The date by which conformance with the standard is required shall be postponed while the appeal is 

pending. If the standard is upheld, the date by which conformance is required shall be reestablished 
so that the period allowed for implementation is not less than that provided for upon original 
publication of the standard. 

 
Article VIII.  Conflicts of Interest and Compensation 

Section 1.  Conflicts of Interest.    
All members of the Council of Experts and its Expert Committees (“Experts”) and all Officers and Trustees 
shall be required to adhere to the conflicts of interest provisions set forth in these Bylaws, in policies adopted 
by the Convention, and in their respective rules and procedures. "Conflict of Interest," as referred to herein, 
shall include, but shall not be limited to, any matter in which an Officer, Trustee, or Expert has a direct or 
indirect financial interest or any other personal interest of any kind which would preclude or appear to 
preclude such individual from exercising impartial judgment or otherwise acting in the best interests of the 
Convention. 
 
Section 2.  Recusal.    
No Officer, Trustee, or Expert shall cast a vote, nor take part in the final deliberation in any matter in which 
he or she has a Conflict of Interest.  Any Officer, Trustee, or Expert who believes he or she may have such a 
Conflict of Interest shall notify the Board or Expert Committee, as applicable, prior to deliberation on the 
matter in question, and such body shall make the final determination as to whether the individual has a  
Conflict of Interest in any matter.  The minutes of the applicable meeting shall reflect disclosure and 
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resolution of any Conflict of Interest, including any recusal of an Officer, Trustee or Expert due to Conflict 
of Interest. 
 
Section 3.  Compensation.   
No Expert, or Officer or Trustee (other than the EVP–CEO and Secretary, who are employees of the 
Convention) shall receive compensation for his or her services as an Officer, Trustee, or Expert.  Experts, 
and Officers and Trustees shall be reimbursed for travel and other necessary expenses that may be incurred 
by them in the performance of their duties. 
 
Article IX.  Council of the Convention 

Section 1.  Duties.   
There shall be a Council of the Convention which shall have the following general duties: 
 

a. Membership. 
(i)  Developing rules and procedures for inviting Voting Organizational Members and Associate 

Members, including criteria for membership for Voting Members and Associate Members and 
procedures for removing Voting Organizational Members for cause as defined in Article III, 
Section 7; 

 
(ii) Recommending the invitation of additional Voting Organizational Members or the removal of 

Voting Organizational Members to the Board of Trustees in accordance with the established rules 
and procedures;  

 
(iii) Establishing criteria commfor organizations to be invited as Observers to the Convention, 

iInviting organizations and individuals to become ObserversAssociate Members; pursuant to such 
criteria, and  
 

(iii)(iv) dDeveloping rules and procedures for Observer Associate Member and Honorary Member 
participation at Member Meetings;. 
 

b. Resolutions. 
(i) Developing resolutions that advance the purposes of the Convention set forth in Article II for 

the Voting Members to consider based on input from the Membership, the Board and, where 
appropriate, the Council of Experts. 
  

(ii) The proposed resolutions shall be submitted to the Board and Council of Experts for a resource 
assessment and provided to the Membership along with the findings of the Board and Council 
of Experts by electronic mail or by a link to the USP website not later than sixty (60) days prior 
to the Regular Membership Meeting or the date on which a written ballot is made available to the 
Voting Members; and. 

 
c. Amendments to Bylaws. 

Developing and reviewing proposed amendments to these Bylaws; and providing such proposed 
amendments to the Membership for consideration and adoption in accordance with Article XIII 
below.   
 

d. Rules and Procedures of the Council of Experts. 
(i) Reviewing the proposed rules and procedures of the Council of Experts, including any 

amendments thereto, and soliciting comments from the Membership, who shall be given at least 
ninety (90) days to provide comments. 
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(i)(ii) Providing such proposed rules and procedures, along with its comments and any comments 
submitted by Members, and any responses to such comments by the Council of Experts, to the 
Board for its review and approval. 

c.  
d.e. Developing approaches and mechanisms for engaging and communicating with the Membership in 

the periods between Regular Membership Meetings. 
 
Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.    
The Council of the Convention shall be composed of not more than twenty-five (25)fifteen (15thirty (30) 
persons who are (i)Delegates or other representatives of Voting Organizational Members, or (ii) Voting At 
Large Members and four (4) members of the Council of Experts. The Council of the Convention shall 
include at least onetwo (2) Voting OrganizationalMember representatives from each category of Voting 
Organizational Member specified in Article III, Section 1ba(i) above. The Council of the Convention 
members shall be appointed by the President in consultation with the EVP–CEO and subject to the approval 
of the Board of Trustees. The President shall be an ex-officio member of the Council of the Convention and 
shall appoint a of the Convention shall be the Chair of the Council of the Convention from among its 
members. The Council of the Convention shall be organized not later than six months after the Regular 
Membership Meeting and its members shall continue in office until adjournment of the next Regular 
Membership Meeting or until their successors are appointed. 
 
Section 3.  Rules.    
The Council of the Convention shall adopt develop rules and procedures for its own governance and to carry 
out its duties as described above.   Prior to adoption, the Council of the Convention shall (i) solicit comments 
from the Membership, who shall be given at least ninety (90) days to provide comments, and (ii) provide such 
rules and procedures, along with any comments submitted by Members and any responses thereto by the 
Council of the Convention, to the Board for its review and approval.  Prior to adoption, the proposed rules 
and procedures shall be submitted to the Governance Committee of the Convention for review and to the 
Board for approval as set forth in Article X, Section 1c.   
Article X.  Governance Committee 

Section 1.  Duties.   
There shall be a Governance Committee, which shall have the following general duties:   
 

a. Ensuring the integrity, accuracy, and security of the voting process used by the Voting Members; 
 

b. Developing and reviewing proposed amendments to these Bylaws, and facilitating the review and 
comment by the Board and legal counsel; and 
 

c. Providing for the review and approval of the proposed rules and procedures of the Council of Experts 
and the Council of the Convention, including any amendments thereto, as follows: 
 
(i) The Governance Committee shall review the proposed rules and procedures to ensure 

consistency with these Bylaws, and shall solicit comments from Voting Members, who shall have 
at least ninety (90) days to provide comments;  

 
(ii) The Governance Committee shall provide its comments and those received from Voting 

Members to the Council for consideration; and 
 
(iii) The Governance Committee shall forward the rules and procedures, along with all comments 

and the Council's responses thereto, to the Board of Trustees for approval. 
 
Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.    
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The Governance Committee shall be composed of twelve (12) persons:  eight persons who are (i) Delegates 
or other representatives from Voting Organizational Members or (ii) Voting At Large Members; and four 
persons who are members of the Council of Experts.  The Governance Committee members shall be 
appointed by the President in consultation with the EVP–CEO and subject to the approval of the Board of 
Trustees.  The President of the Convention shall appoint the Chair of the Governance Committee from 
among the eight Delegates, representatives, or Voting At Large Members of the Governance Committee.  
The Governance Committee shall be organized not later than six months after the Regular Membership 
Meeting and its members shall continue in office until adjournment of the next Regular Membership Meeting 
or until their successors are appointed. 
 
Section 3.  Rules. 
The Governance Committee shall adopt rules and procedures for its own governance and to carry out its 
duties. The proposed rules and procedures and any proposed amendments thereto shall be provided to the 
Voting Members for review, who shall have not less than ninety (90) days to provide comments. After the 
Governance Committee considers such comments and makes any changes it deems appropriate, it shall 
forward the rules and procedures to the Board for approval, along with any comments received from Voting 
Members. 
 
Article XI.  Nominating Committee for Officers and Trustees  

Section 1.  Duties.   
There shall be a Nominating Committee for Officers and Trustees, which shall have the following general 
duties:   
 

a. Soliciting and reviewing Oofficer and Trustee nominations; 
 

b. Developing a list of final officer and Trustee nominees, with there being two nominees for each 
officer and Trustee position on the ballot; and 
 

c. Providing to the Membership, by electronic mail or by a link to the USP website not less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the Regular Membership Meeting or the date on which a written ballot is made 
available to the Voting Members, a report containing the list of nominees and information regarding 
each nominee.; and 
 

d. Presenting its report at the Regular Membership Meeting, at which time additional nominations for 
Officers and Trustees may be made from the floor, which shall be seconded by at least ten Voting 
Members and submitted in writing to the Secretary. 

 
Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.    
The Nominating Committee for Officers and Trustees shall be composed of the following persons, who shall 
be appointed by the President in consultation with the EVP–CEO and subject to approval by the Board of 
Trustees: four persons who are (i) Delegates or other representatives of Voting Organizational Members or 
(ii) Voting At Large Members; two Trustees; and two other persons. The chair of the Nominating Committee 
shall be appointed by the President from among those Nominating Committee members representing the 
Voting Members or the Board of Trustees. Members of the Nominating Committee shall serve from the time 
of their appointment until their duties have been completed and an election has been held. Members of the 
Nominating Committee shall not be eligible to become nominees. 
 
Article XII.  Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts 
 
Section 1.  Duties.   
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There shall be a Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts, which shall have the following general 
duties: 
 

a. Soliciting and reviewing Council of Expert nominations based on the number and types of Expert 
Committees approved in accordance with Article VII, Section 3; 
 

b. Developing a list of final Council of Expert nominees, with there being two nomineesat least one 
nominee for each Council of Experts position on the ballot; and 
 

c. Providing to the Membership, by electronic mail or by a link to the USP website not less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the Regular Membership Meeting or the date on which a written ballot is made 
available to the Voting Members, a report containing the list of nominees and information regarding 
each nominee. 
 

Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.    
The Nominating Committee for the Council of Experts shall be composed of the following persons: five 
persons appointed by the President in consultation with the EVP–CCEO who are (i) Delegates or other 
representatives from Organizational Voting Members or (ii) Voting At Large Members; five persons who are 
members of the Council of Experts appointed by the EVP–CEO Chair of the Council of Experts in 
consultation with the Council of Experts; and five other persons appointed by the EVP–CEO with the 
approval of the Board of Trustees. The Chair of the Council of Experts EVP–CEO shall be a member, ex 
officio, of the Nominating Committee. The President of the Convention shall appoint the Chair of the 
Nominating Committee from among those Nominating Committee members representing the Voting 
Members or the Council of Experts. Members of the Nominating Committee shall serve from the time of 
their appointment until their duties have been completed and an election has been held. Members of the 
Nominating Committee shall not be eligible to become nominees.  
 
Article XIII.  Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Section 1.  Fiscal Year.   
The fiscal year of the Convention shall be July 1st through June 30th, unless modified by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Section 2.  Notice.   
Whenever under the provisions of these Bylaws, the Articles of Incorporation of the Convention, or statute, 
notice of a Membership Meeting is required to be given to the Membership, such notice shall be given in 
writing and mailed , by first-class mail or express delivery service with postage or express delivery charges 
thereon prepaid, to each Member at the address which appears on the records of the Convention. A copy of 
any notice provided to a Voting Organizational Member shall be provided to the Delegate of such Voting 
Organizational Member.  Such notice shall be deemed to have been given when deposited in the United 
States mail or delivered to the express delivery servicemailed. For all forms of notice to Trustees, committee 
members, and others required under these Bylaws, notice may also be given by hand delivery, facsimile, 
electronic mail, or telephone, and will be deemed given when received. 
 
Section 3.  Use of Electronic Mail.   
To the fullest extent allowed by law, and unless otherwise limited by these Bylaws, all references in these 
Bylaws to “mail” shall include electronic mail or other electronic means of communication, and any 
requirement in these Bylaws that notices or other communications be in writing shall be satisfied by 
electronic communications or transmissions to the extent permitted by law. 
 
Section 4.  Parliamentary Authority.   
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To the extent it does not conflict with any provision of state law, the Articles of Incorporation, or these 
Bylaws, the eleventh current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised will be used as a guide for the 
conduct of Membership Meetings and meetings of the Board of Trustees, subject always to the discretion of 
the Chair of the meeting. 
 
Section 5.  Legal Order of Precedent.   
The Bylaws are subordinate to, in order of precedence, federal law, District of Columbia law, and the USP 
Articles of Incorporation.  Subordinate to these Bylaws, in order of precedence, are the Board of Trustees’ 
rules and procedures, any committee rules and procedures, and any policy statements of the Convention. 
 
Article XIIIV.  Indemnification and Insurance 
 
Unless otherwise prohibited by law, the Convention shall indemnify any Trustee or Officer, any former 
Trustee or Officer, any person who may have served at its request as a director or officer of another 
corporation, whether for profit or not for profit, and may, through the rules and procedures established by 
the Board, indemnify any employee, Expert, Convention Committee member, or any other volunteer against 
any and all reasonable expenses and liabilities actually and necessarily incurred by him or her or imposed on 
him or her in connection with any claim, action, suit, or proceeding (whether actual or threatened, civil, 
criminal, administrative, or investigative, including appeals) to which he or she may be or is made a party by 
reason of being or having held such position, subject to the limitation, however, that the individual acted in 
good faith, reasonably believed that his or her conduct was in the best interests of the Convention, and in the 
case of criminal conduct had no reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was unlawful.   
   
The Board of Trustees may also authorize the purchase of insurance on behalf of any director, officer, 
employee, volunteer, or agent against any liability asserted against or incurred by him or her which arises out 
of such person’s status as a director, officer, employee, volunteer, or agent, or out of acts taken in such 
capacity, whether or not the Convention would have the power to indemnify the person against that liability 
under law. 
 
If any part of this Article shall be found in any action, suit, or proceeding to be invalid or ineffective, the 
validity and the effectiveness of the remaining parts shall not be affected. 
 
 
Article XIV.  Amendments to Bylaws 
 
Section 1.  Submission. 
 

a. Amendments to these Bylaws may be originated by the Board of Trustees, by the Governance 
CommitteeCouncil of the Convention, or by written petition of ten percent (10%) of the Voting 
Members.  All proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the GovernanceCouncil of the 
Convention Committee, and Board of Trustees, and legal counsel, all of whom may provide 
additional comments for publication to the Membership as deemed necessary; 
 

b. Amendments submitted by Voting Member petition for consideration at a Regular Membership 
Meeting shall be submitted to the Governance Committee Council of the Convention at least twelve 
(12) months before the first day of the Regular Membership Meeting. 

 
Section 2.  Consideration of Amendments. 
Amendments to these Bylaws may be considered at a Regular or Special Membership Meeting or by written 
ballot.  
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a. Amendments to be considered at a Regular Membership Meeting shall be sent to the Membership by 
electronic mail or by a link to the USP website not less than sixty (60) days prior to the Meeting. 
 

b. Amendments to be considered at a Special Membership Meeting shall be sent to the Membership by 
electronic mail or by a link to the USP website with the notice of the Special Membership Meeting. 

 
c. Amendments to be considered by written ballot shall be sent to the Membership by electronic mail 

or by a link to the USP website with the instructions for the written ballot. 
 

Section 3.  Vote Required. 
 

a. The vote required for amendments adopted at a Regular or Special Membership Meeting shall be a 
three-fourths (3/4) vote. 

 
b. The vote required for amendments adopted by written ballot shall be a three-fourths (3/4) vote, 

provided that ballots are received from at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the Voting Members. 
 
Section 4.  Editorial Corrections. 
Typographical and other non-substantive corrections, or changes required by a change in federal or state law, 
shall be made by the Governance CommitteeCouncil of the Convention with the approval of the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Article XVI.  Dissolution 
 
In the event of dissolution of the Convention, the Board of Trustees shall, after paying or making provision 
for the payment of all of the liabilities of the Convention, dispose of all of the assets exclusively for the 
purposes of the Convention, in such manner as the Board of Trustees shall determine, to such organization 
or organizations, organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes as at 
the time shall qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). 
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BYLAWS CHANGES 
(Organized by Bylaw Section)

# Section Category Original Language New/Changed Language Comments

1 Article III, 
Section 1a

Modernize 
Membership

Voting Members.  
The Convention shall have two categories of 
voting Members (“Voting Members”), as set 
forth below, which shall have voting rights 
set forth in Section 3 below.

[deleted] Removed the language 
related to the two categories 
of voting members because 
of the elimination of voting 
at large members below 
(see #4).

2 Article III, 
Section 1a

Modernize 
Membership

Voting Organizational Members.  Voting 
organizational members (“Voting Organizational 
Members”) shall be organizations or governmental 
bodies representing the following categories; 
providing, however, that not less than sixty \
percent (60%) of the Organizational Voting 
Members shall fall within subcategories (a)  
or (b) below, and provided further, that the  
total number of Voting Organizational  
Members shall not exceed six hundred (600).

Voting Members.  
Voting members (“Voting 
Members”) shall be 
organizations or governmental 
bodies representing the 
following categories; 
providing, however, that not 
less than sixty percent (60%) 
combined of the Voting 
Members shall fall within 
subcategories (i) and (ii) below, 
and provided further, that 
the total number of Voting 
Members shall not exceed six 
hundred (600).

Replaced “voting 
organizational members” 
with “voting members.”

Changes made to clarify 
that it is 60% combined 
membership from the first 
two categories. 

3 Article III, 
Section 
1a(ii)

Modernize 
Membership

(ii) Voting At Large Members.  In addition to 
the Voting Organizational Members, there 
shall be not more than twenty-five individual 
Members-at-large (“Voting At Large Members”) 
appointed by the Board of Trustees for a 
specified term for their special competence in 
relation to the administrative or scientific needs 
of the Convention.

[deleted] This category is no longer 
used and is being removed 
for simplification and 
consistency. Individuals will 
now have the opportunity 
to become Associate 
Members. 

4 Article III, 
Section 1b

Modernize 
Membership

n/a Associate Members.
Associate members 
(“Associate Members”) shall be 
organizations or individuals. 
Associate Members shall be 
non-voting. The term of an 
Associate Member shall expire 
immediately after the Regular 
Membership Meeting following 
the Associate Member’s 
appointment. Associate 
Members may be reappointed 
for a subsequent term, and 
there shall be no limit of 
terms an Associate Member 
may serve. The number of 
Associate Members shall not 
exceed six hundred (600). 

Creates new category of 
nonvoting members, with 
the name of “Associate 
Members” based on 
feedback from the CGC. 
Also includes expiration of 
term at end of cycle and 
total cap on membership.  

5 Article III, 
Section 1c

Modernize 
Membership

Honorary Members
The Board of Trustees may in its discretion  
select honorary, non-voting members 
of the Convention (“Honorary Members”) 
in recognition of their distinguished 
contributions to the Convention.

Honorary Members
Honorary members (“Honorary 
Members”) shall be honorary, 
non-voting individual members 
of the Convention selected 
in recognition of their 
distinguished contributions 
to the Convention.

Selection process for 
honorary members moved 
to Section 2 (see #6) to be 
consistent with the selection 
of other members. 

Clarified that honorary 
members are individuals.
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# Section Category Original Language New/Changed Language Comments

6 Article III, 
Section 2

Modernize 
Membership

Section 2.  Selection of Voting Organizational 
Members.   
Voting Organizational Members shall be 
selected by the Board of Trustees based on 
recommendations made by the Council of the 
Convention. The Council of the Convention 
shall develop internal rules and procedures 
for considering and inviting organizations to 
become Voting Organizational Members and 
Voting Members.

Section 2.  Selection of 
Members.   
The Council of the Convention 
shall develop rules and 
procedures for considering 
and inviting organizations to 
become Voting members and 
organizations or individuals to 
become Associate Members. 

a) Voting Members shall 
be selected by the Board 
of Trustees based on 
recommendations made 
by the Council of the 
Convention.  

b) Associate Members shall 
be selected by the Council 
of the Convention. 

c) Honorary Members shall 
be selected by the Board 
of Trustees.  

Added selection of 
Associate Members and 
revised terminology to be 
consistent with previous 
changes. 

Moved the process 
for selecting Honorary 
members (see #5) here for 
consistency. 

Revised formatting to mirror 
the structure in Section 1. 

7 Article III, 
section 3

Modernize 
Membership

Section 3.  Voting Rights.  
Voting Members shall have the right to vote 
at a meeting of the Membership (“Membership 
Meeting”) or by written ballot, as specified in 
Section 6 below. Honorary Members may 
attend Membership Meetings and, at the discretion 
of the Chair, participate in the discussion, but 
may not vote. Upon acceptance of an invitation 
to become a Voting Organizational Member, the 
organization shall designate one representative of 
the organization who is authorized to vote for the 
Voting Organizational Member at any Membership 
Meeting or on any written ballot sent to the Voting 
Members (“Delegate”). Such Delegate may be 
changed from time to time upon written notice to 
the Convention.

Section 3.  Voting Rights.  
a. Voting Members shall have 
the right to vote either at a 
meeting of the Membership 
(“Membership Meeting”) or 
by written ballot, as specified 
in Section 6 below.  Upon 
acceptance of an invitation to 
become a Voting Member, the 
organization shall designate 
one representative of the 
organization who is authorized 
to vote for the Voting Member 
at any Membership Meeting 
or on any written ballot 
sent to the Voting Members 
(“Delegate”).  Such Delegate 
may be changed from time to 
time upon written notice to 
the Convention.

b. Associate Members and 
Honorary Members may attend 
Membership Meetings and may 
participate in the discussion 
in accordance with rules and 
procedures developed by the 
Council of the Convention, but 
shall not vote.  

Minor changes to be 
consistent with the updated 
membership categories. 

Clarified that Associate 
Members may attend but 
not vote. 
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8 Article III, 
Section 4

Streamline 
Governance 

Every five years, there shall be a regular 
Membership Meeting upon such date, time, 
and place as the Board shall determine 
(“Regular Membership Meeting”). At the 
Regular Membership Meeting, those Voting 
Members present in person shall vote on the 
following matters to advance the purposes 
of the Convention as set forth in Article II: 
election of Officers and Trustees; election of 
the Council of Experts; adoption of resolutions 
that shall guide the Convention until the next 
Regular Membership Meeting; and approval of 
amendments to the Bylaws in accordance with 
Article XV, Section 3. 

Not later than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting, the following shall be made 
available to the Membership by electronic mail or by 
a link to the USP website: report of the Nominating 
Committee for Officers and Trustees; report of 
the Nominating Committee for the Council of 
Experts; report of the Council of the Convention on 
proposed resolutions; and report of the Governance 
Committee on proposed amendments to the Bylaws.   

Every five years, there shall 
be a regular Membership 
Meeting upon such date, 
time, and place as the 
Board of Trustees (“Board”) 
shall determine (“Regular 
Membership Meeting”). At the 
Regular Membership Meeting, 
those Voting Members 
present in person shall vote 
on the following matters to 
advance the purposes of the 
Convention as set forth in 
Article II: election of Officers 
and Trustees; election of the 
Council of Experts; adoption 
of resolutions that shall guide 
the Convention until the next 
Regular Membership Meeting; 
and approval of amendments 
to the Bylaws in accordance 
with Article XIV, Section 3.

Not later than sixty (60) 
days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting, the 
following shall be made 
available to the Membership 
by electronic mail or by a link 
to the USP website: report of 
the Nominating Committee for 
Officers and Trustees; report 
of the Nominating Committee 
for the Council of Experts; 
report of the Council of the 
Convention on proposed 
resolutions; and report of the 
Council of the Convention on 
proposed amendments to 
the Bylaws.

Adding “of Trustees” after 
Board to clarify this term 
of art. 

Renumber the Articles 
in alignment with other 
changes. 

Changed the party 
responsible for delivering 
the proposed Bylaws 
amendments to Council of 
the Convention consistent 
with the other changes 
throughout. 

9 Article III, 
Section 4

Modernize 
Membership

Not later than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting, the following shall be made 
available to the Membership by electronic mail or by 
a link to the USP website: report of the Nominating 
Committee for Officers and Trustees; report of 
the Nominating Committee for the Council of 
Experts; report of the Council of the Convention on 
proposed resolutions; and report of the Governance 
Committee on proposed amendments to the Bylaws.  

Not later than sixty (60) 
days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting, the 
following shall be made 
available to the Membership 
by electronic mail or by a link 
to the USP website: report of 
the Nominating Committee for 
Officers and Trustees; report 
of the Nominating Committee 
for the Council of Experts; 
report of the Council of the 
Convention on proposed 
resolutions; and report of the 
Governance Committee on 
proposed amendments to 
the Bylaws. In the event that 
any of these actions are to 
be taken by written ballot in 
accordance with Section 6 
below, the applicable report 
must be made available to the 
Membership not later than 
sixty (60) days prior to the date 
on which the written ballot is 
made available.

Added a provision for 
reports to be provided not 
later than 60 days prior to 
availability of ballot if voting 
is taking place outside of 
a meeting, as part of new 
remote voting provisions.   
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10 Article 3, 
Section 6a

Modernize 
Membership

a. Voting at a Membership Meeting
Each Voting Member in good standing 
shall have one vote at any Membership 
Meeting where votes are cast. Each Voting 
Organizational Member shall cast its vote 
through its Delegate, and each Delegate 
may only represent one Voting Organizational 
Member. A quorum shall consist of Delegates 
and At Large Voting Members present in person 
representing twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
total Voting Members. Proxy voting shall not 
be allowed. Unless otherwise required by these 
Bylaws, a majority of the votes cast at a meeting 
at which a quorum is present shall constitute 
the action of the Membership.

a. Voting at a Membership 
Meeting
Each Voting Member in good 
standing shall have one vote 
at any Regular or Special 
Membership Meeting where 
votes are cast. Each Voting 
Member shall cast its vote 
through its Delegate, and each 
Delegate may only represent 
one Voting Member.  A quorum 
shall consist of Delegates 
present in person representing 
twenty-five percent (25%) of 
the total Voting Members.  
Proxy voting shall not be 
allowed.  Unless otherwise 
required by these Bylaws, a 
majority of the votes cast at 
a meeting at which a quorum 
is present shall constitute the 
action of the Membership.

Minor changes consistent 
with updated membership 
categories.

Clarifying that delegates 
vote at both regular and 
special meetings.

11 Article III, 
Section 6b

Streamline 
Governance

b. Voting by Written Ballot.    
Any action that may be taken at a Special 
Membership Meeting may be taken without  
a Special Membership Meeting if the  
Convention delivers by electronic mail or 
otherwise makes available on the Internet 
to all Voting Members a written ballot. Voting 
by written ballot shall be conducted as follows:

b. Voting by Written Ballot
Any action that may be taken 
at a Membership Meeting may 
be taken without a Membership 
Meeting if the Convention 
delivers by electronic mail 
or otherwise makes available 
on the Internet to all Voting 
Members a written ballot. 
Voting by written ballot shall 
be conducted as follows:

Changes made to allow for 
remote voting on actions 
normally taken at 5 year 
meeting. 

12 Article III, 
Section 6b

Streamline 
Governance

n/a (i) In the event that any of 
the actions usually taken at a 
Regular Membership Meeting 
are to be taken by written 
ballot, the applicable report 
must be made available to the 
Membership not later than 
sixty (60) days prior to the date 
on which the written ballot is 
made available. 

Adding a provision to allow 
for remote voting. 

13 Article III, 
Section 6b

Streamline 
Governance

(i)The ballot shall set forth each proposed action 
and shall provide an opportunity to vote either 
for or against each proposed action. 

(ii) The ballot shall set forth 
each proposed action and 
shall provide an opportunity to 
vote either for or against each 
proposed action. For elections 
of Officers and Trustees or the 
Council of Experts, the ballot 
shall set forth the candidates 
nominated by the applicable 
Nominating Committee, and 
shall provide an opportunity to 
select or write in a candidate.   

Added specific provisions 
to allow for voting for BoT 
and CoE candidates outside 
of meeting. 
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14 Article III, 
Section 6b

Streamline 
Governance

(iv) All solicitations for votes by written ballot 
shall indicate the number of responses needed 
to meet the quorum requirement, state the 
percentage of approvals necessary to approve 
each matter, and specify the time by which a 
ballot must be received by the Convention in 
order to be counted, which shall not be less than 
thirty (30) days after the ballot is made available.

(v) All solicitations for votes 
by written ballot shall indicate 
the number of votes needed to 
meet the quorum requirement, 
state the percentage of votes 
necessary to take action on 
each matter, and specify the 
time by which a ballot must be 
received by the Convention 
in order to be counted, which 
shall not be less than thirty 
(30) days after the ballot is 
made available.

Minor changes to 
accommodate elections 
as well as other actions by 
remote ballot. 

15 Article III, 
Section 7

Modernize 
Membership

Section 7. Removal
Any Voting Organizational Member may be 
removed for cause from Membership by a 
two-thirds vote of the Board of Trustees upon 
a recommendation made by the Council of the 
Convention pursuant to its rules and procedures. 
Such procedures shall include prior notification 
to the Voting Organizational Member of the 
grounds for removal and intent to remove. 
As used herein, “cause” shall mean (i) failure 
by a Voting Organizational Member to name 
a Delegate within twelve (12) months after 
issuance of an invitation to become a Voting 
Organizational Member, or (ii) failure of a named 
Delegate to attend two (2) consecutive Regular 
Membership Meetings.

Section 7. Removal
Any Voting Member may 
be removed for cause from 
Membership by a two-thirds 
vote of the Board of Trustees 
upon a recommendation 
made by the Council of the 
Convention pursuant to its 
rules and procedures. Such 
procedures shall include prior 
notification to the Voting 
Member of the grounds for 
removal and intent to remove.  
As used herein, “cause” shall 
mean (i) failure by a Voting 
Member to name a Delegate 
within twelve (12) months after 
issuance of an invitation to 
become a Voting Member, (ii) 
failure of a named Delegate 
or alternate to attend two 
(2) consecutive Regular 
Membership Meetings, or (iii) 
failure of a Delegate to vote 
on two (2) consecutive written 
ballots. 

Changes to be consistent 
with membership terms as 
defined above. 

Added that an alternate may 
attend the meeting as that is 
already in practice. 

Added that failure to vote 
on two consecutive written 
ballots, in the event of remote 
voting, can also be a cause 
for removal as voting may 
occur outside of the meeting. 

16 Article III, 
Section 8

Modernize 
Membership

Section 8.  Observers.   
Based on criteria established under Article IX, 
Section 1c below, the Council of the Convention 
may invite an organization to become an observer 
(“Observer”) to the Convention.  Observers 
may send a representative to attend Regular 
Membership Meetings, but Observers are not 
Members, shall not have voting rights, and shall 
comply with all rules and procedures for their 
participation established by the Council of the 
Convention pursuant to Article IX, Section 1c. 

[removed – see General 
Members]

Observer category has been 
eliminated in light of the 
creation of the Associate 
Member category. (See #1)  

17 Article IV, 
Section 1

Other Section 1. Officers
The officers of the Convention (“Officers”) 
shall consist of a President, a Past President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Vice 
President– Chief Executive Officer (“EVP–CEO”).

Section 1. Officers
The officers of the Convention 
(“Officers”) shall consist of a 
President, a Past President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and a 
Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”).

Minor change to CEO title 
as EVP designation no 
longer used.



27200 years of building trust

Report of the Convention Governance Committee on Bylaws

# Section Category Original Language New/Changed Language Comments

18 Article IV, 
Section 2

Streamline 
Governance

Section 2. Election of Officers
The President and Treasurer of the Convention 
shall be elected by the Voting Members of the 
Convention at the Regular Membership Meeting 
or by written ballot prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting. The EVP–CEO shall be 
an employee hired by the Board, and may serve 
in such capacity for as long as the Board deems 
appropriate. The Secretary of the Convention 
shall be an employee of the Convention 
appointed by the EVP–CEO.

Section 2. Election of Officers
The President and Treasurer 
shall be elected by the Voting 
Members of the Convention 
at the Regular Membership 
Meeting or by written ballot 
prior to the Regular Membership 
Meeting. The CEO shall be an 
employee hired by the Board, 
and may serve in such capacity 
for as long as the Board deems 
appropriate.  The Secretary 
of the Convention shall be an 
employee of the Convention 
appointed by the CEO.

Changes to allow election by 
remote ballot. 

Removed “of the 
Convention” as that has 
already been defined. 

Minor change to the CEO title 
as noted above. 

19 Article IV, 
Section 3

Streamline 
Governance

Section 3. Term of Office
Except for the EVP–CEO and Secretary (who 
shall be employees of the Convention) and the 
Past President, the Officers of the Convention 
shall be installed on the July 1st following the 
Regular Membership Meeting at which they 
are elected and shall hold office for five years, 
or until their respective successors shall have 
been duly elected and installed. The Past 
President shall be installed on the July 1st 
following completion of the term as President 
and shall hold office for one year.  With the 
exception of the Past President, Officers 
shall be subject to the term limitations set 
forth in Article V, Section 3.

Proviso: The changes in this section shall not 
go into effect until July 2, 2020

Section 3. Term of Office
Except for the CEO and 
Secretary (who shall be 
employees of the Convention) 
and the Past President, the 
Officers shall be installed 
on the July 1st following the 
Regular Membership Meeting 
and shall hold office for five 
years, or until their respective 
successors shall have been 
duly elected and installed.  
The Past President shall 
be installed on the July 1st 
following completion of the 
term as President and shall 
hold office for one year.  With 
the exception of the Past 
President, Officers shall be 
subject to the term limitations 
set forth in Article V, Section 3.

Removing “at which they’re 
elected” to allow for remote 
balloting. 

Minor change to CEO title as 
noted above. 

Removed “of the 
convention” following 
officers as that has already 
been defined. 

Removed the proviso as 
it will be in effect in this 
coming cycle.  

20 Article IV, 
Section 5a

Other Any Officer elected by Voting Members of the 
Convention may be removed from such office, 
with or without cause, by a two-thirds vote 
of Voting Members at a Special Membership 
Meeting called expressly for that purpose. 

Any Officer elected by Voting 
Members of the Convention 
may be removed from such 
office, with or without cause, 
by a two-thirds vote of 
Voting Members at a Special 
Membership Meeting called for 
that purpose.

Removed “expressly” to 
allow other necessary 
business to be conducted 
in that meeting, while still 
maintaining the intent of 
the provision. 

21 Article IV, 
Section 7

Streamline 
Governance

Section 7. President
The President shall chair Membership Meetings 
and meetings of the Council of the Convention 
and make appointments to the Council of 
the Convention, the Governance Committee, 
the Nominating Committee for Officers and 
Trustees, and the Nominating Committee for the 
Council of Experts as set forth in Articles IX, X, 
XI and XII.  In addition, the President may call 
Special Membership Meetings as provided in 
Article III, Section 5 of these Bylaws.

Section 7. President
The President shall chair 
Membership Meetings and 
make appointments to the 
Council of the Convention, 
the Nominating Committee 
for Officers and Trustees, and 
the Nominating Committee 
for the Council of Experts as 
set forth in Articles IX, X, and 
XI. In addition, the President 
may call Special Membership 
Meetings as provided in Article 
III, Section 5 of these Bylaws.

Changing the role of 
the President to reflect 
combined CoC/CGC; 
President will be an ex-
officio member of combined 
CoC/CGC and will appoint 
a Chair rather than acting in 
that role.
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22 Article IV, 
Section 9

Streamline 
Governance

Section 9.  Secretary.  
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the 
meetings of the Board and Membership 
Meetings; serve as Secretary of the Council 
of the Convention, the Nominating Committee 
for Officers and Trustees, the Nominating 
Committee for the Council of Experts, and 
the Governance Committee; see that all 
notices are duly given in accordance with 
the provisions of these Bylaws or as required 
by law; and in general perform all duties 
incident to the office of Secretary and such 
other duties as may be assigned by the 
President or by the Board of Trustees.

Section 9.  Secretary.  
The Secretary shall keep the 
minutes of the meetings of 
the Board and Membership 
Meetings; serve as Secretary of 
the Council of the Convention, 
the Nominating Committee for 
Officers and Trustees, and the 
Nominating Committee for the 
Council of Experts; see that 
all notices are duly given in 
accordance with the provisions 
of these Bylaws or as required 
by law; and in general perform 
all duties incident to the office 
of Secretary and such other 
duties as may be assigned by 
the President or by the Board 
of Trustees.

Language changed to 
reflect combined CoC/CGC

23 Article IV, 
Section 11

Other Section 11.  Executive Vice President–Chief 
Executive Officer.   
The Executive Vice President–Chief Executive 
Officer (“EVP–CEO”) shall be a member of the 
Board of Trustees, ex officio, without vote. The 
EVP–CEO, or the EVP–CEO’s designee, shall 
serve as Chair of the Council of Experts and in 
such capacity shall have charge of the work of 
the Council of Experts, organize the Council of 
Experts in accordance with these Bylaws, and 
have such other duties and authority as set  
forth in the rules and procedures for the Council 
of Experts. The EVP–CEO may appoint advisory 
bodies to advance the work of Council of Experts 
and the Convention and provide advice to staff 
on policy matters. The EVP–CEO shall appoint 
the Secretary and other staff officers as
deemed appropriate.

Section 11.  Chief Executive 
Officer.   
The CEO shall be a member 
of the Board of Trustees, ex 
officio, without vote. The CEO, 
or the CEO’s designee, shall 
serve as Chair of the Council of 
Experts, as provided in Article 
VII, Section 3. The CEO shall 
appoint the Secretary and may 
appoint other staff officers as 
deemed appropriate.

Description of CoE Chair 
role is moved to the CoE 
section of the Bylaws. Other 
changes consistent with 
refining the CEO title. 

Removed the language 
about advisory bodies 
as it is ambiguous and 
unnecessary. 

Added “may appoint” prior 
to “other staff officers” for 
clarity and precision. 

24 Article V, 
Section 1

Other There shall be a Board of Trustees of the 
Convention (hereinafter the “Board” or “ 
Board of Trustees”), which shall oversee the 
management, property, and affairs of the 
Convention, except as otherwise expressly 
provided by law, the Articles of Incorporation 
of the Convention, or these Bylaws. 

There shall be a Board 
of Trustees (hereinafter 
the “Board” or “Board of 
Trustees”), which shall oversee 
the management, property, 
and affairs of the Convention, 
except as otherwise expressly 
provided by law, the Articles 
of Incorporation of the 
Convention, or these Bylaws.

Removed “of the 
Convention” as the Board 
had already been defined 
without that modifier. 

25 Article V, 
Section 1a

Other The specific duties of the Board of Trustees, 
include, but are not limited to: hiring and 
supervising the EVP-CEO, establishing policy 
for the Convention, including development 
of a strategic plan for the Convention, 
approving the budget for the Convention, 
additional duties as set forth in these Bylaws, 
and other such duties as it deems necessary 
and proper. 

The specific duties of the 
Board of Trustees include, 
but are not limited to: hiring 
and supervising the CEO; 
establishing policy; approving 
the strategic plan and annual 
budget; overseeing risk; 
additional responsibilities as 
set forth in these Bylaws; and 
performing such other duties as 
it deems necessary and proper. 

Clarified the Board’s role 
in risk oversight and 
removed language about 
the “Convention,” which 
referred to USPC rather than 
the meeting. 



29200 years of building trust

Report of the Convention Governance Committee on Bylaws

# Section Category Original Language New/Changed Language Comments

26 Article V, 
Section 1b

Other The Board of Trustees shall develop rules and 
procedures to supplement the provisions of 
this Article and Article VI below and govern the 
conduct of its affairs. 

The Board of Trustees shall 
develop rules and procedures 
to supplement the provisions 
of this Article and Article VI 
below and govern the conduct 
of its own affairs.

Added “own” before “affairs” 
for increased clarity. 

27 Article V, 
Section 2a

Streamline 
Governance

The Board of Trustees shall be composed of 
eight Trustees elected by the Convention at 
or before its Regular Membership Meeting, 
the President, Past President, and Treasurer,  
with the Executive Vice President-Chief 
Executive Officer serving as a non- 
voting Trustee.  

The Board of Trustees shall be 
composed of eight Trustees 
elected by Voting Members of 
the Convention, the President, 
Past President, and Treasurer, 
with the CEO serving as a non-
voting Trustee. 

Remove language regarding 
regular membership 
meeting to allow for remote 
election. 

Clarified that voting 
members elect the BoT. 

Minor change made to the 
CEO title as noted above. 

28 Article V, 
Section 2c

Streamline 
Governance

The Board of Trustees also may appoint at 
any time up to three (3) additional Trustees to 
provide expertise that the Board determines 
is necessary or desirable to meet the needs 
of the Convention. Such appointed Trustees 
shall serve until the next Regular Membership 
Meeting of the Convention.

The Board of Trustees also 
may appoint at any time up to 
three (3) additional Trustees 
to provide expertise that the 
Board determines is necessary 
or desirable to meet the needs 
of the Convention. Such 
appointed Trustees shall serve 
until the subsequent election 
and installation of Trustees in 
accordance with Section  
3 below. 

Revised to reflect the fact 
that appointed Trustees 
serve until the new Board  
is installed.

29 Article V, 
Section 3

Streamline 
Governance

Section 3.  Election and Term of Office.   
Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, 
the members of the Board of Trustees shall 
be elected by a majority vote of a quorum of 
the Voting Members of the Convention at the 
Regular Membership Meeting. Such Trustees 
shall serve for a term of five years, commencing 
on July 1st following the Regular Membership 
Meeting.  Other than the EVP–CEO, no person 
may serve on the Board of Trustees more than 
two consecutive terms, including any partial 
term resulting from appointment.

Section 3.  Election and Term 
of Office.   
Except as otherwise provided 
in these Bylaws, the members 
of the Board of Trustees shall 
be elected by a majority vote 
of a quorum of the Voting 
Members of the Convention 
at the Regular Membership 
Meeting or by written 
ballot prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting.  Such 
Trustees shall serve for a term 
of five years, commencing 
on July 1st following the 
Regular Membership Meeting.  
Other than the CEO and Past 
President, no person may serve 
on the Board of Trustees more 
than two consecutive terms, 
including any partial term 
resulting from appointment.

Changed to allow for 
remote election prior 
to 5 year meeting. 

Additional change to 
reflect president’s 
additional term as past 
president for consistency. 
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30 Article V, 
Section 6

Other Removal
a. Any Trustee elected by the Voting Members 
of the Convention may be removed from 
such office, with or without cause, by a two-
thirds vote of Voting Members at a Special 
Membership Meeting called expressly for  
that purpose. 
b. Any Trustee appointed by the Board of  
Trustees may be removed from office, with or 
without cause, by a majority vote of the Board  
of Trustees at a regular or special meeting of  
the Board of Trustees called expressly for  
that purpose. 

Removal
a. Any Trustee elected by 
the Voting Members of the 
Convention may be removed 
from such office, with or 
without cause, by a two-thirds 
vote of Voting Members at a 
Special Membership Meeting 
called for that purpose. 
b. Any Trustee appointed by 
the Board of Trustees may be 
removed from office, with or 
without cause, by a majority 
vote of the Board of Trustees at 
a regular or special meeting of 
the Board of Trustees called for 
that purpose.

Removed “expressly” 
consistent with the changes 
to Article IV, section 5. 

31 Article V, 
Section 7

Other Section 7. Vacancies
A vacancy occurring in an elected Trustee position 
shall be filled within one hundred twenty (120)  
days by majority vote of the remaining members  
of the Board of Trustees for the unexpired term  
of the vacant position. The Board of Trustees may, 
at its discretion, fill the vacancy with an elected 
or appointed Trustee, provided such Trustee is 
otherwise eligible for the position. A vacancy 
occurring in an appointed Trustee position may  
or may not be filled.

Section 7. Vacancies
A vacancy occurring in an 
elected Trustee position 
shall be filled within one 
hundred twenty (120) days by 
majority vote of the remaining 
members of the Board of 
Trustees for the unexpired 
term of the vacant position. 
The Board of Trustees may,  
at its discretion, fill the 
vacancy with an elected or 
appointed Trustee, provided 
such Trustee is otherwise 
eligible for the position.  
A vacancy occurring in an 
appointed Trustee position 
may or may not be filled, at the 
discretion of the Board.

Clarifying Board’s discretion 
to fill vacancies in 
appointed positions. 

32 Article VII, 
Section 2

Streamline 
Governance

Section 2.  Election, Term and Removal.  
The Council of Experts shall be composed of  
the chairs of the Expert Committees, together 
with the Chair of the Council of Experts, who 
shall be an ex officio voting member. The 
members of the Council of Experts other  
than the Chair and those members appointed 
by the Council of Experts under Section 4 and 
Section 7 below shall be elected by the Voting 
Members at the Regular Membership Meeting 
and shall serve a term of five (5) years or until 
their successors are installed. Members of the  
Council of Experts other than the Chair may 
serve no more than two consecutive terms, 
including any partial term resulting from 
appointment.  Upon the recommendation  
of the Council of Experts, the Board of  
Trustees may remove any member of the 
Council of Experts for cause.

Section 2.  Election, Term and 
Removal.  
The Council of Experts shall be 
composed of the chairs of the 
Expert Committees, together 
with the Chair of the Council 
of Experts, who shall be an ex 
officio voting member. The 
members of the Council of 
Experts other than the Chair 
and those members appointed 
by the Council of Experts under 
Section 5 and Section 8 below 
shall be elected by the Voting 
Members at or prior to the 
Regular Membership Meeting 
and shall serve a term of five (5) 
years or until their successors 
are installed. Members of the 
Council of Experts other than 
the Chair may serve no more 
than two consecutive terms, 
including any partial term 
resulting from appointment.  
Upon the recommendation 
of the Council of Experts, the 
Board of Trustees may remove 
any member of the Council of 
Experts for cause.

Changes to allow for remote 
election prior to 5 year 
meeting. 
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33 Article VII, 
Section 3

Other [n/a] Section 3.  Chair.  
The Chair of the Council of 
Experts shall be the CEO or 
the CEO’s designee, and in 
such capacity shall direct 
and facilitate the work of the 
Council of Experts, organize 
the Council of Experts in 
accordance with these Bylaws, 
and have such other duties 
and authority as set forth in the 
rules and procedures for the 
Council of Experts.  

Moved from the CEO 
description (see #21 above) 
to the CoE, and clarified role 
of CoE Chair. 

34 Article VII, 
Section 5

Streamline 
Governance

Section 5.  Rules. 
The Council of Experts shall make such rules 
and adopt such procedures, not in conflict 
with these Bylaws, as are sufficient to ensure 
the accuracy and adequacy of the content of 
the United States Pharmacopeia, the National 
Formulary, and other authorized publications, 
and to provide for adequate notice and 
opportunity for public comment and full  
and impartial consideration of all proposed 
changes in, and additions to, the content of  
such publications. Such rules and procedures 
shall include provisions for the governance of 
the Council of Experts (including, but not  
limited to: filling of vacancies, appointment of 
additional chairs, conflict of interest rules, the 
election and operation of Expert Committees 
and the creation and operation of advisory 
bodies within the Council of Experts) and rules 
to carry out its areas of responsibility. Prior to 
adoption, the proposed rules and procedures 
shall be submitted to the Governance 
Committee of the Convention and the Board  
for review and approval as set forth in Article  
X, Section 1c.

Section 5.  Rules. 
The Council of Experts shall 
make such rules and adopt 
such procedures, not in 
conflict with these Bylaws, 
as are sufficient to ensure 
the accuracy and adequacy 
of the content of the United 
States Pharmacopeia, the 
National Formulary, and other 
authorized publications, 
and to provide for adequate 
notice and opportunity for 
public comment and full 
and impartial consideration 
of all proposed changes in, 
and additions to, the content 
of such publications.  Such 
rules and procedures shall 
include provisions for the 
governance of the Council 
of Experts (including, but 
not limited to: filling of 
vacancies, appointment of 
additional chairs, conflict of 
interest rules, the election 
and operation of Expert 
Committees and the creation 
and operation of advisory 
bodies within the Council of 
Experts) and rules to carry out 
its areas of responsibility.  Prior 
to adoption, the proposed 
rules and procedures shall be 
submitted to the Council of 
the Convention and the Board 
for review and approval as set 
forth in Article IX.

Changing approval of 
the CoE rules to reflect 
combined CoC/CGC.
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35 Article VII, 
Section 7

Other The Council of Experts shall adopt rules and 
procedures for appealing any standard adopted 
by the Council. The appeals process shall be 
consistent with the following provisions:
 
a. A request for an appeal shall be made in 
writing within sixty (60) days after the date 
of publication of the standard as official text. 
b. The Council or Expert Committee establishing 
the standard shall work with a sense of urgency 
and have up to ninety (90) days to reconsider 
the standard and issue a decision.
 
c. The appellant shall have thirty (30) days 
following receipt of the decision to request 
in writing further review by a panel consisting 
of three members of the Council of Experts 
appointed by the Chair, three members of the 
Board of Trustees appointed by the Chair of 
the Board, and up to three additional experts 
appointed by the President in consultation with 
the Chair of the Council of Experts. The panel 
shall be chaired by the President.

d. The panel shall be convened within ninety 
(90) days after the request for further review is 
received, and the appellant shall be given the 
right to appear at a hearing of the panel. The 
decision of the panel shall be final. 

e. The date by which conformance with the 
standard is required shall be postponed while 
the appeal is pending. If the standard is upheld, 
the date by which conformance is required shall 
be reestablished so that the period allowed for 
implementation is not less than that provided for 
upon original publication of the standard.

The Council of Experts 
shall include in its rules 
and procedures provisions 
for appealing any standard 
adopted by the Council. 
A request for an appeal shall 
be made in writing to the 
Executive Secretariat within 
sixty (60) days after the date  
of publication of the standard 
as final approved text.

Proviso: The changes to this 
section shall not go into effect 
until August 17, 2020. 

Additional detail for the 
appeals process removed 
from the Bylaws and will be 
addressed in the Rules and 
Procedures of the Council of 
Experts. This will provide both 
greater flexibility and clarity. 

Line added to clarify to 
whom the request for 
appeal is to be addressed.

A proviso has been added 
to ensure that the appeals 
process is consistent with 
the timeline for the Rules 
and Procedures of the 
Council of Experts.

The proposed rules will include 
the following with regard to 
the appeals process:
• Separation of a request for 

postponement from the 
appeals process

• A three layer appeals 
process as follows:
• Initial review by the Chair 

of the CoE, in consultation 
with the Chair of the 
responsible EC

• Review by the CoE (with 
appellant having the right 
to request a hearing)

• Final review by an 
appointed panel

The process in the rules will also 
describe the standard of review 
to be used in the appeal.
 
These rules will be posted 
for Convention member 
comment for 90 days.

36 Article IX, 
Section 1a

Modernize 
Membership

Membership.
a. Developing rules and procedures for inviting 
Voting Organizational Members, including 
criteria for membership and procedures for 
removing Voting Organizational Members for 
cause as defined in Article III, Section 7;

b. Recommending the invitation of additional 
Voting Organizational Members or the removal 
of Voting Organizational Members to the Board 
of Trustees in accordance with the established 
rules and procedures; 

c. Establishing criteria for organizations to be 
invited as Observers to the Convention, inviting 
organizations to become Observers pursuant 
to such criteria, and developing rules and 
procedures for Observer participation.

Membership.
(i) Developing rules and 
procedures for inviting Voting 
Members and Associate 
Members, including criteria 
for membership for Voting 
Members and Associate 
Members and procedures for 
removing Voting Members for 
cause as defined in Article III, 
Section 7; (ii) Recommending 
the invitation of additional 
Voting Members or the removal 
of Voting Members to the Board 
of Trustees in accordance 
with the established rules and 
procedures; and (iii) Inviting 
organizations and individuals to 
become Associate Members, 
and  (iv) Developing rules 
and procedures for Associate 
Member and Honorary 
Member participation at 
Member Meetings.

Minor changes to language 
to reflect changes regarding 
membership categories. 

Broke the combined 
responsibilities into separate 
subsections. 
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37 Article IX, 
Section 1b

Streamline 
Governance

b. Resolutions.
(i) Developing resolutions that advance 
the purposes of the Convention set forth in 
Article II for the Voting Members to consider 
based on input from the Membership, the 
Board and, where appropriate, the Council 
of Experts.
  
(ii) The proposed resolutions shall be submitted
to the Board and Council of Experts for a 
resource assessment and provided to the 
Membership along with the findings of the 
Board and Council of Experts by electronic 
mail or by a link to the USP website not later 
than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting

b. Resolutions.
(i) Developing resolutions that 
advance the purposes of the 
Convention set forth in Article 
II for the Voting Members to 
consider based on input from 
the Membership, the Board 
and, where appropriate, the 
Council of Experts.
 
The proposed resolutions shall 
be submitted to the Board 
and Council of Experts for 
a resource assessment and 
provided to the Membership 
along with the findings of the 
Board and Council of Experts 
by electronic mail or by a link 
to the USP website not later 
than sixty (60) days prior to the 
Regular Membership Meeting 
or the date on which a written 
ballot is made available to the 
Voting Members.

Modified to allow for remote 
voting on resolutions. 

 

38 Article IX, 
section 1

Streamline 
Governance

c. Amendments to Bylaws.
Developing and reviewing 
proposed amendments to 
these Bylaws; and providing 
such proposed amendments 
to the Membership for 
consideration and adoption 
in accordance with Article 
XIII below.  
 
d. Rules and Procedures of 
the Council of Experts.
(i) Reviewing the proposed 
rules and procedures of the 
Council of Experts, including 
any amendments thereto, and 
soliciting comments from the 
Membership, who shall be 
given at least ninety (90) days 
to provide comments.

(ii) Providing such proposed 
rules and procedures, along 
with its comments and any 
comments submitted by 
Members, and any responses 
to such comments by the 
Council of Experts, to the 
Board for its review and 
approval.

e. Developing approaches and 
mechanisms for engaging with 
the membership in the periods 
between Regular Membership 
Meetings. 

New provisions giving 
combined CoC/CGC the 
responsibilities formerly 
belonging to CGC; language 
providing for rules review 
simplified. 

39 Article IX Other Developing approaches and mechanisms 
for engaging and communicating with the 
Membership in the periods between Regular 
Membership Meetings.

Developing approaches and 
mechanisms for engaging 
with the Membership in the 
periods between Regular 
Membership Meetings.

No longer explicitly calling 
out the responsibility for 
member communication as 
that’s an implied key part of 
engagement.



34200 years of building trust

Report of the Convention Governance Committee on Bylaws

# Section Category Original Language New/Changed Language Comments

40 Article IX, 
Section 2

Streamlining 
Governance

Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.   
The Council of the Convention shall be 
composed of not more than twenty-five 
(25) persons who are (i) Delegates or other 
representatives of Voting Organizational 
Members, or (ii) Voting At Large Members. 
The Council shall include at least one Voting 
Organizational Member representatives from 
each category of Voting Organizational Member 
specified in Article III, Section 1a(i) above. The 
Council of the Convention members shall be 
appointed by the President in consultation 
with the EVP–CEO and subject to the approval 
of the Board of Trustees. The President of the 
Convention shall be the Chair of the Council of 
the Convention. The Council of the Convention 
shall be organized not later than six months 
after the Regular Membership Meeting and 
its members shall continue in office until 
adjournment of the next Regular Membership 
Meeting or until their successors are appointed.

Section 2.  Number, Term and 
Qualifications.   
The Council of the Convention 
shall be composed of 
not more than fifteen (15) 
persons who are Delegates 
or other representatives of 
Voting Members and four (4) 
members of the Council of 
Experts. The Council of the 
Convention shall include at 
least two (2) Voting Member 
representatives from each 
category of Voting Member 
specified in Article III, Section 
1b above. The Council of the 
Convention members shall be 
appointed by the President 
in consultation with the CEO 
and subject to the approval 
of the Board of Trustees. The 
President shall be an ex-officio 
member of the Council of the 
Convention and shall appoint 
a Chair of the Council of the 
Convention from among its 
members. The Council of the 
Convention shall be organized 
not later than six months 
after the Regular Membership 
Meeting and its members 
shall continue in office until 
adjournment of the next 
Regular Membership Meeting 
or until their successors are 
appointed.

Allowing for an appointed 
combined CoC/CGC. 

Allows for the President to 
appoint rather than serve 
as chair of the combined 
committee.

41 Article IX, 
Section 3

Streamline 
Governance

Section 3.  Rules.   
The Council of the Convention shall adopt rules 
and procedures for its own governance and to 
carry out its duties as described above. Prior to 
adoption, the proposed rules and procedures 
shall be submitted to the Governance Committee 
of the Convention for review and to the Board for 
approval as set forth in Article X, Section 1c.  

Section 3.  Rules.   
The Council of the Convention 
shall develop rules and 
procedures for its own 
governance and to carry 
out its duties as described 
above. Prior to adoption, the 
Council of the Convention 
shall (i) solicit comments from 
the Membership, who shall 
be given at least ninety (90) 
days to provide comments, 
and (ii) provide such rules 
and procedures, along with 
any comments submitted by 
Members and any responses 
thereto by the Council of the 
Convention, to the Board for its 
review and approval.    

Reflects elimination of the 
CGC while continuing to 
allow for member comment. 

Changed “adopt” to 
“develop” as the CoC will 
develop its own rules but 
the Board approves them. 
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42 n/a Streamline 
governance

Article X.  Governance Committee
Section 1.  Duties.  
There shall be a Governance Committee, which 
shall have the following general duties:  

a. Ensuring the integrity, accuracy, and security of 
the voting process used by the Voting Members;

b. Developing and reviewing proposed 
amendments to these Bylaws, and facilitating 
the review and comment by the Board and legal 
counsel; and

c. Providing for the review and approval of the 
proposed rules and procedures of the Council 
of Experts and the Council of the Convention, 
including any amendments thereto, as follows:

(i) The Governance Committee shall review 
the proposed rules and procedures to ensure 
consistency with these Bylaws, and shall solicit 
comments from Voting Members, who shall have 
at least ninety (90) days to provide comments; 

(ii) The Governance Committee shall provide 
its  comments and those received from Voting 
Members to the Council for consideration; and

(iii) The Governance Committee shall forward the 
rules and procedures, along with all comments 
and the Council’s responses thereto, to the Board 
of Trustees for approval.

Section 2.  Number, Term and Qualifications.   
The Governance Committee shall be composed 
of twelve (12) persons:  eight persons who are (i) 
Delegates or other representatives from Voting 
Organizational Members or (ii) Voting At Large 
Members; and four persons who are members 
of the Council of Experts.  The Governance 
Committee members shall be appointed by the 
President in consultation with the EVP–CEO and 
subject to the approval of the Board of Trustees.  
The President of the Convention shall appoint 
the Chair of the Governance Committee from 
among the eight Delegates, representatives, or 
Voting At Large Members of the Governance 
Committee.  The Governance Committee shall 
be organized not later than six months after the 
Regular Membership Meeting and its members 
shall continue in office until adjournment of the 
next Regular Membership Meeting or until their 
successors are appointed.

Section 3.  Rules.
The Governance Committee shall adopt rules and 
procedures for its own governance and to carry 
out its duties. The proposed rules and procedures 
and any proposed amendments thereto shall 
be provided to the Voting Members for review, 
who shall have not less than ninety (90) days 
to provide comments. After the Governance 
Committee considers such comments and 
makes any changes it deems appropriate, it shall 
forward the rules and procedures to the Board 
for approval, along with any comments received 
from Voting Members.

Deleted to reflect combined 
CoC/CGC. Responsibilities 
have been folded into CoC 
section above.
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43 New Article 
X, Section 1

Streamline 
Governance

c. Providing to the Membership, by electronic 
mail or by a link to the USP website not less than 
sixty (60) days prior to the Regular Membership 
Meeting a report containing the list of nominees 
and information regarding each nominee; and

d. Presenting its report at the Regular 
Membership Meeting, at which time additional 
nominations for Officers and Trustees may be 
made from the floor, which shall be seconded 
by at least ten Voting Members and submitted 
in writing to the Secretary.

c. Providing to the Membership, 
by electronic mail or by a link 
to the USP website not less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the 
Regular Membership Meeting 
or the date on which a written 
ballot is made available to 
the Voting Members, a report 
containing the list of nominees 
and information regarding  
each nominee.

Allowing for remote election 
of officers and trustees. 
Eliminating provision for 
nominations from the floor, 
which has not been used 
and will not be possible in 
the event of remote voting.

44 New Article 
X, Section 2

Modernize 
Membership

Section 2. Number, Term, and Qualifications
The Nominating Committee for Officers and 
Trustees shall be composed of the following 
persons, who shall be appointed by the 
President in consultation with the EVP–CEO 
and subject to approval by the Board of 
Trustees: four persons who are (i) Delegates 
or other representatives of Voting Organizational 
Members or (ii) Voting At Large Members; two 
Trustees; and two other persons. The chair of 
the Nominating Committee shall be appointed 
by the President from among those Nominating 
Committee members representing the Voting 
Members or the Board of Trustees. Members of 
the Nominating Committee shall serve from the 
time of their appointment until their duties have 
been completed and an election has been held. 
Members of the Nominating Committee shall  
not be eligible to become nominees.

Section 2. Number, Term, and 
Qualifications
The Nominating Committee 
for Officers and Trustees 
shall be composed of the 
following persons, who shall 
be appointed by the President 
in consultation with the CEO 
and subject to approval by 
the Board of Trustees: four 
persons who are Delegates 
or other representatives of 
Voting Members; two Trustees; 
and two other persons. The 
chair of the Nominating 
Committee shall be appointed 
by the President from among 
those Nominating Committee 
members representing the 
Voting Members or the Board 
of Trustees. Members of the 
Nominating Committee shall 
serve from the time of their 
appointment until their duties 
have been completed and 
an election has been held. 
Members of the Nominating 
Committee shall not be eligible 
to become nominees.

Minor change in CEO title as 
noted above. 

Removed option for voting 
at large delegates as they 
have been eliminated. 

45 New Article 
XI

Streamline 
Governance

b. Developing a list of final Council of Expert 
nominees, with there being two nominees for 
each Council of Experts position on the ballot

b. Developing a list of final 
Council of Expert nominees, 
with there being at least one 
nominee for each Council 
of Experts position on the 
ballot; and

Changed the language to 
allow for running of a slate 
instead of head-to-head 
elections for the CoE

46 New Article 
XI

Streamline 
Governance

Providing to the Membership, by electronic 
mail or by a link to the USP website not less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting, a report containing 
the list of nominees and information 
regarding each nominee.

Providing to the Membership, 
by electronic mail or by a link 
to the USP website not less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the 
Regular Membership Meeting 
or the date on which a written 
ballot is made available to 
the Voting Members, a report 
containing the list of nominees 
and information regarding 
each nominee. 

Adding for remote election 
of CoE. 
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47 New Article 
XI

Other Section 2. Number, Term, and Qualifications
The Nominating Committee for the Council 
of Experts shall be composed of the following 
persons: five persons appointed by the 
President in consultation with the EVP–CCEO 
who are (i) Delegates or other representatives 
from Organizational Voting Members or 
(ii) Voting At Large Members; five persons 
appointed by the EVP–CEO in consultation with 
the Council of Experts; and five other persons 
appointed by the EVP–CEO with the approval 
of the Board of Trustees. The EVP–CEO shall 
be a member, ex officio, of the Nominating 
Committee. The President of the Convention 
shall appoint the Chair of the Nominating 
Committee from among those Nominating 
Committee members representing the Voting 
Members or the Council of Experts. Members 
of the Nominating Committee shall serve from 
the time of their appointment until their duties 
have been completed and an election has 
been held.

Section 2. Number, Term, and 
Qualifications
The Nominating Committee 
for the Council of Experts 
shall be composed of the 
following persons: five persons 
appointed by the President 
in consultation with the 
CEO who are Delegates or 
other representatives from 
Voting Members; five persons 
members of the Council 
of Experts appointed by 
the Chair of the Council of 
Experts in consultation with 
the Council of Experts; and 
five other persons appointed 
by the CEO with the approval 
of the Board of Trustees. 
The Chair of the Council of 
Experts shall be a member, 
ex officio, of the Nominating 
Committee. The President of 
the Convention shall appoint 
the Chair of the Nominating 
Committee from among 
those Nominating Committee 
members representing the 
Voting Members or the Council 
of Experts. Members of the 
Nominating Committee shall 
serve from the time of their 
appointment until their duties 
have been completed and 
an election has been held. 
Members of the Nominating 
Committee shall not be eligible 
to become nominees. 

Allows chair of the CoE 
rather than CEO to serve 
on the CoE nominating 
committee. 

Minor change to CEO title as 
noted above. 

Clarifies that Nominating 
Committee members 
cannot be nominees, which 
is consistent with the 
Nominating Committee for 
Officers and Trustees.

48 New Article 
XII, Section 2

Other Notice
Whenever under the provisions of these Bylaws, 
the Articles of Incorporation of the Convention, 
or statute, notice of a Membership Meeting is 
required to be given to the Membership, such 
notice shall be given in writing, by first-class 
mail or express delivery service with postage 
or express delivery charges thereon prepaid, 
to each Member at the address which appears 
on the records of the Convention. A copy of 
any notice provided to a Voting Organizational 
Member shall be provided to the Delegate of 
such Voting Organizational Member. Such 
notice shall be deemed to have been given 
when deposited in the United States mail or 
delivered to the express delivery service. For 
all forms of notice to Trustees, committee 
members, and others required under these 
Bylaws, notice may also be given by hand 
delivery, facsimile, electronic mail, or 
telephone, and will be deemed given 
when received.

Notice.  
Whenever under the provisions 
of these Bylaws, the Articles 
of Incorporation of the 
Convention, or statute, notice 
of a Membership Meeting is 
required to be given to the 
Membership, such notice shall 
be given in writing and mailed 
to each Member at the address 
which appears on the records 
of the Convention. A copy of 
any notice provided to a Voting 
Member shall be provided to 
the Delegate of such Voting 
Member.  Such notice shall be 
deemed to have been given 
when mailed. For all forms of 
notice to Trustees, committee 
members, and others 
required under these Bylaws, 
notice may also be given by 
telephone, and will be deemed 
given when received.

Generalized the language 
about mailing notice. 
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49 New Article 
XII, Section 
4

Other To the extent it does not conflict with any 
provisions of state law, the Articles of 
Incorporation, or these Bylaws the eleventh 
edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised will be used as a guide for the 
conduct of Membership Meetings and 
meetings of the Board of Trustees, subject 
always to the discretion of the Chair of 
the meeting. 

To the extent it does not 
conflict with any provisions 
of state law, the Articles of 
Incorporation, or these Bylaws 
the current edition of Robert’s 
Rules of Order Newly Revised 
will be used as a guide for 
the conduct of Membership 
Meetings and meetings of 
the Board of Trustees, subject 
always to the discretion of the 
Chair of the meeting.

Change made to 
accommodate known 
updates to Roberts Rules 
of Order. 

50 New Article 
XIV

Streamline 
Governance

a. Amendments to these Bylaws may be 
originated by the Board of Trustees, by 
the Governance Committee, or by written 
petition of ten percent (10%) of the Voting 
Members. All proposed amendments shall 
be reviewed by the Governance Committee, 
Board of Trustees, and legal counsel, all of 
whom may provide additional comments for 
publication to the Membership as deemed 
necessary;

b. Amendments submitted by Voting 
Member petition for consideration at a 
Regular Membership Meeting shall be 
submitted to the Governance Committee 
at least twelve (12) months before the first 
day of the Regular Membership Meeting.

Amendments to these Bylaws 
may be originated by the Board 
of Trustees, by the Council of 
the Convention, or by written 
petition of ten percent (10%) 
of the Voting Members.  All 
proposed amendments shall 
be reviewed by the Council 
of the Convention and Board 
of Trustees, who may provide 
additional comments for 
publication to the Membership 
as deemed necessary;

Amendments submitted by 
Voting Member petition for 
consideration at a Regular 
Membership Meeting shall be 
submitted to the Council of 
the Convention at least twelve 
(12) months before the first day 
of the Regular Membership 
Meeting.

Changed to reflect 
combined CoC/CGC.  

Removed reference to 
counsel as it was not 
consistent with rest of 
the Bylaws. 

51 New Article 
XIV

Streamline 
Governance

Section 4.  Editorial Corrections.
Typographical and other non-substantive 
corrections, or changes required by a change 
in federal or state law, shall be made by the 
Governance Committee with the approval of the 
Board of Trustees.

Section 4.  Editorial 
Corrections.
Typographical and other non-
substantive corrections, or 
changes required by a change 
in federal or state law, shall be 
made by the Council of the 
Convention with the approval 
of the Board of Trustees.

Changed to reflect 
combined CoC/CGC.   
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