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Objectives

Introduce ASTM 
International

Committee D37



Who is ASTM International?

Operating Globally

− One of the world’s largest Standards 
Developing Organizations

− Established in 1898
− 30,000 members over 150 countries
− 148 technical committees

12,800+
ASTM standards  
operate globally

8,700+ 
citations of 

ASTM 
Standards in 75 

nations
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ASTM International Recognition

2021 OECD Report

WTO/TBT Principles

Transparency
Openness
Impartiality and Consensus

Effectiveness and Relevance

Coherence
Development DimensionASTM International is “Quick to 

react to emerging areas in need of 
standardisation action, notably 
around key new production 
technologies.” — OECD



Many types of ASTM Standards



The birth of an ASTM standard

IDENTIFY A 
NEED

CREATE A WORK 
ITEM

DRAFT 
STANDARD

SUBCOMMITTEE 
BALLOT 

BALLOT PUBLISH



A standards journey through the Committee

Main 
Committee

Subcommittee

Task Group 1 Task Group 2

Subcommittee

Task Group 3
o Work items
o Standards drafted or 

revised

 Voting

 Voting



Voting: A Balance of Interest

Producer

User &
General
Interest

ASTM

Technical Committees are balanced  
No excess influence by any interest group

ASTM Committee D37 Standards Development Process



Committee D37 on Cannabis

Formed in 2017

1200+ members, 30+ countries
10 technical subcommittees

48 approved standards as of 
December 2022

Meet twice a year in person – January 
and June

Next – San Antonio, TX, USA
Jan 23-25, 2023

Represented by
• Academia
• Laboratories
• Farms and 

Agriculture
• Government
• Extractors 
• Packaging 

companies
• Accreditation bodies
• … and more



• D37’s first standard specification
• Safety and quality
• Referenced by USP expert panel



Examples of useful Cannabis standards
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Builds off existing knowledge

Problem: Cannabis plant is not 
homogenous!
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ASTM D8441/8441M, Specification for an International Symbol for 
Identifying Consumer Products Containing Intoxicating Cannabinoids

− Scope
− Establishes international symbol for all 

consumer products containing intoxicating 
cannabinoids at a defined quantity

− Finished products intended for consumer use 
including topical, ingestion, inhalation, or other 
adsorption method on or in the body of a human 
or animal.

− Significance & Use
− Uniformity in identifying health and safety 

hazards of a substance that may cause mind 
altering effects.

− Visual clarity and consistency – improve 
recognition and comprehension for end user.

ASTM International Intoxicating 
Cannabinoid Product Symbol (IICPS)

Light Background

Dark Background



Personnel and Credentialing –
Who is qualified to do what?





Much more in development

Test Methods
• 84190 - Test Method for Determination of THC Isomers in Hempseed Products 

Intended for Animal Feed and Ingredients by Gas Chromatography and Flame 
Ionization Detection (84190)

Sampling and Process Methods
• Guide for The Sampling of Field and Bulk Harvest Lots of Cannabis and Hemp 

for Laboratory Analyses (80447)
• Guide for Cleaning and Disinfecting Water and Fertigation Systems in 

Cannabis Cultivation Facilities (82019)
• Guide for Indoor/Outdoor Cannabis Cultivation Space Entry Protocols (81375)
• Guide for Process Validation Requirements in the Cannabis Industry (73764)
• Practice for Decontamination of LP Cylinders used in Biomass Extraction 

(81376)
• Specification for Restricted Substances used or contained in Materials to 

manufacture Herbal Product Vaporizers (76669)



COME JOIN US!
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Converging for quality and safety

Problems demand solutions
− We have a wide breadth of standards
− Leverage ASTMs robust process
− All with an interest in cannabis 

standardization are invited to 
participate

THANK YOU!

David Vaillencourt, M.Sc.
Vice-Chair ASTM Committee D37
CEO, The GMP Collective
david@gmpcollective.com

For more information about ASTM 
Committee D37 and how to join, visit

www.astmcannabis.org

mailto:david@gmpcollective.com
https://youtu.be/Zq69VcgQExY
http://www.astmcannabis.org/
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