
 

To our stakeholder community: 

U.S. Pharmacopeia (USP) values our strong relationship with your organization and we want to share our 
appreciation for your continued partnership during this time. We recognize that the constituencies you serve are on 
the front lines of this global pandemic and therefore we want to reiterate our commitment to being a resource to you. 

USP is eager to learn more about your organization’s work and how we can partner to further our respective priorities 
and to advance public health.  

Below are several recent USP announcements and other initiatives related to COVID-19, including the extension of 
official dates and Pharmacopeial Forum comment deadlines. Please feel free to share these updates, as appropriate, 
with your constituents and contact us for further discussion. 

➢ Supporting frontline healthcare workers: 

▪ Developed Operational Considerations for Sterile Compounding, to include assigning beyond-
use dates for compounded sterile preparations to mitigate drug shortages, as well as 
considerations for certification and recertification of primary and secondary engineering control and 
cleaning and disinfecting a facility. 

▪ Created a comprehensive hand sanitizer toolkit to support pharmacies, manufacturers, and 
others, including distillers, seeking to address hand sanitizer shortages.  

▪ Responded to shortages of garb and personal protective equipment (PPE) for compounding 
with conservation strategies. USP also donated 4,000 critical N-95 and surgical masks to 
practitioners involved in direct patient care. 

▪ Due to current shortages, USP is accepting comments on a Draft Compounded Preparation 
Monograph to help facilitate patient access for Hydroxychloroquine Sulfate Compounded Oral 
Suspension. 

➢ Helping researchers, developers and manufacturers accelerate COVID-19 treatments, vaccines, and 
essential medicines with free technical assistance and resources: 

▪ Free technical assistance to help developers recognize and address quality challenges early in 
their drug development program. 
 

▪ Register today for a free live webcast with Fouad Atouf, Ph.D. Vice President, Global Biologics, 
on May 19 at 11 a.m. ET. Learn about USP standards that support vaccine development, 
monoclonal antibody characterization and more.  
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https://go.usp.org/l/323321/2020-04-11/345w2b
https://www.usp.org/covid-19/hand-sanitizer-information?fbclid=IwAR1SNgorOqPmcw8eFv92sWeTIC07qQsXxSKTve4O3SnOGQ3sQCMF9btC_Aw
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/about/public-policy/usp-covid19-garb-and-ppe.pdf
https://go.usp.org/l/323321/2020-04-08/33wcg6
https://go.usp.org/l/323321/2020-04-08/33wcg6
https://www.usp.org/news/usp-offers-support-for-developers-of-covid19-antiviral-drugs-and-vaccines
https://www.usp.org/events-training/course/whats-new-biologics-focus-usps-covid-19-response-live-webcast


▪ Working to ensure an uninterrupted supply of reference standards, including enhanced 
shipping and customer service. 

▪ Offering on-demand education at a 75% discount through May 31 with the possibility of 
extension. To access, register for a free account. 

➢ Advocating for a more resilient global medicines supply chain: 

▪ Published recommendations for “Pandemic Preparedness for Regulators in Low- and 
Middle-Income Countries.” This white paper highlights recommendations to mitigate the impact 
of the pandemic, ensure access to quality medicines, support local manufacturers to utilize quality 
standards, and keep patients safe. 

▪ As the COVID-19 pandemic exposed significant vulnerabilities in the medicines supply chain, USP 
has proposed 11 key elements to enhance the resiliency of the global medicines supply 
chain. These include expanding the geographic diversity of manufacturers, establishing crisis 
contingencies, and strengthening regulatory systems and quality assurance. 

Beyond our COVID-19 public health response, USP continues to improve global health through public standards and 
related programs that help ensure the quality, safety, and benefit of medicines and foods with the following initiatives: 

➢ Extending official/effective dates and Pharmacopeial Forum comment deadlines: USP recognizes that 
stakeholders are currently facing numerous challenges as a result of the COVID-19 global pandemic. In light 
of these circumstances, the USP Council of Experts has adjusted upcoming official/effective dates for the 
USP–NF and Food Chemicals Codex. The comment deadline for Pharmacopeial Forum (PF) 46(2) [Mar.–
Apr.] 2020 has been extended from May 31, 2020 to July 31, 2020. All revised dates can be found here. 

➢ 2020 USP Convention Meeting to take place May 4-6. USP Convention Members and Delegates will 
meet virtually to make governance decisions that are critical to launching USP’s next five-year cycle. We 
look forward to seeing your USP Convention Delegates and Executives on May 4–6 at our virtual USP 
Convention Governance Meeting. 

 
Finally, we know that during these unprecedented times even greater collaboration is needed to advance public 
health priorities. Please contact us if you have any questions or can share additional information about the impact of 
the pandemic on your constituents. USP stands ready to explore how we can further engage to support your 
constituents and advance our respective priorities.  

Best regards, 

 
 
Ronald T. Piervincenzi, Ph.D. 
USP Chief Executive Officer 

https://www.usp.org/reference-standards
http://education.usp.org/
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/our-work/global-public-health/gph-guidance-to-regulators-paper.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/our-work/global-public-health/gph-guidance-to-regulators-paper.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/our-impact/covid-19/global-policy-supply-chain.pdf
https://www.uspnf.com/notices/delayed-implementation-comment-covid-response-20200327
https://www.usp.org/about/usp-2020-convention
https://www.usp.org/about/usp-2020-convention

