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Presenting the Report of the Council of the Convention on Resolutions 

Resolutions are a long-established cornerstone of USP’s governance. They provide a mechanism for the 
membership of the USP Convention—which includes over 475 organizations that represent a wide cross-
section of the health and science communities—to shape USP’s priorities for the coming five-year cycle. 

Proposed Resolutions are developed by the Council of the Convention (CoC), a committee comprising 
representatives from the Convention Membership. In developing the Resolutions, the CoC considered 
both the strategy for the next cycle, approved by the Board of Trustees, and Resolution proposals 
submitted through the Call for Resolutions that launched in March 2019 and concluded in August 2019. 
This work resulted in the 15 proposed Resolutions contained in this report. At the 2020 Convention 
Meeting, these proposals will be presented to the Convention Membership, discussed in an open forum 
where amendments will be considered, and voted on by Delegates.

Process of Soliciting Proposals and Developing the Proposed Resolutions

In March 2019, USP issued a broad and public request for proposals to inform the Resolutions process. 
The CoC asked that submissions include consideration of the USP 2025 strategy as approved by the USP 
Board of Trustees. The strategy includes three “pillars” which, when working together, amplify USP’s 
impact on public health, patient safety, innovation, and access to quality medicines. These include the 
development of science-based public quality standards; training and education efforts to build the 
capabilities of stakeholders to fully leverage USP standards; and advocacy to raise awareness and create 
a sense of shared purpose and urgency for quality. In addition, the strategy recognizes organizational 
pillars that are essential for USP’s success: USP’s people, including volunteers and staff; digital 
capabilities; sustainability; and a culture of excellence. 

After review of the Board-approved USP 2025 strategy, the CoC developed 12 “Resolution concepts” 
that were posted on the USP Resolutions portal for Convention Member and stakeholder consideration, 
comment, and endorsement. These concepts received 198 endorsements from 29 participants. In 
addition, the CoC was gratified to receive 42 Resolution proposal submissions from 24 participants. By 
comparison, USP received 13 submissions from 8 participants prior to the 2015 Convention Meeting. 
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The CoC acknowledges the contributions of the organizations and individuals who submitted Resolution 
proposals; Resolution proposal submissions are available for review as a digital supplement to this report.

Following careful review of all submissions and endorsement of Resolution concepts, USP staff identified 
and grouped those with similar aims into the final 15 proposed Resolutions. Please note that the order 
of the proposed Resolutions does not indicate level of priority; the CoC puts forward all proposed 
Resolutions as important recommendations for USP. The USP Board and Council of Experts considered 
each proposed Resolution and developed a corresponding Resource Assessment, describing the 
resources that currently exist at USP or additional resources that would be necessary to fulfill the 
Resolution if adopted. 

With the 15 proposed Resolutions identified, the CoC collaborated with USP staff to refine the language of 
each proposal. Additionally, with input from the CoC, USP staff developed white papers for each proposed 
Resolution to provide background information and descriptions of ongoing or planned activities at USP 
that are relevant to the proposed Resolution. The white papers include a section about how the proposed 
Resolution aligns with USP’s mission, as well as the Resource Assessments developed by the Board and 
Council of Experts. The 15 white papers are available as a digital supplement to this report.

Recommended Action Prior to the 2020 Convention Meeting

The CoC encourages all Convention Members to review the proposed Resolutions and the white papers 
prior to the Convention Meeting. We look forward to a robust discussion on the proposed Resolutions, 
as well as any additional proposals from the floor. The Resolutions adopted at the Convention Meeting in 
May 2020 will set the direction for the first cycle of USP’s third century of impact. 

https://www.usp.org/about/usp-2020-convention/meeting-reports
https://www.usp.org/about/usp-2020-convention/meeting-reports
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Proposed Resolution 1
Collaboration with FDA and Other Stakeholders
on Health Priorities

USP will continue its commitment to collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
industry, and other stakeholders by identifying shared priorities and leveraging USP’s capabilities to 
help advance patient safety, public health, innovation, and access to quality medicines.

Proposed Resolution 2
Efficiency in Standards Development and Revision

USP will proactively evaluate and enhance the process for developing and updating monographs 
to maintain and continuously optimize their impact. In doing so, USP will consider the perspectives 
and implications of process modifications from FDA, industry, and other stakeholders. A focus 
of this work will be to explore new approaches for the efficient sharing of information that is 
critical to standards development, along with the information needed for the evaluation of fit-for-
purpose analytical methods and specifications, and the integration of scientific and manufacturing 
advances into USP standards.  

Proposed Resolution 3
Quality Standards 

USP will be a definitive source and a recognized leader in quality standards to help protect patient 
and consumer safety and to meet the needs of regulators, policy makers, healthcare practitioners, 
and industry working in evolving global regulatory environments. In doing so, USP will work to 
identify emerging trends, align with technological advances, and develop innovative and agile 
approaches to address the future needs of industry, regulators, practitioner, and patient needs.  

Proposed Resolution 4
Access to Biologics 

USP will develop standards and other solutions to support innovation in the efficient development 
and manufacturing of quality biologics and advanced therapies to increase patient and health 
system access to these medicines.

Proposed Resolution 5
Innovation 

USP will explore the development of quality standards and other fit-for-purpose solutions to help 
stakeholders safeguard the quality of promising healthcare innovations that address patient and 
public health needs.

Proposed Resolution 6

Digital Transformation of Standards 
USP will create interoperable core digital solutions that leverage USP data and standards to 
improve public health through global access to quality medicines.

Proposed Resolution 7
Education and Training for Industry 
and Healthcare Practitioners

USP will build and strengthen capabilities fundamental for industry and healthcare practitioners to 
utilize USP standards through efficient, effective, and measurable training and education programs.

https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-1.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-2.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-3.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-4.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-5.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-6.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-7.pdf
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Proposed Resolution 8
Regulatory Systems Strengthening

USP will collaborate with global regulators and other partners to strengthen regulatory systems.

Proposed Resolution 9
Compounding

USP will continue to collaborate with stakeholders on standards to help ensure the quality of 
compounded drug preparations. New and revised standards will be developed utilizing data, 
scientific evidence, and input from recognized healthcare professionals. 

Proposed Resolution 10  
Cannabis

USP will leverage its scientific expertise and convening power to collaborate with stakeholders and 
develop fit-for-purpose scientific resources and solutions that will help address quality and public 
safety concerns as well as support additional scientific research on cannabis, cannabis-derived 
products, and cannabis-related compounds.

Proposed Resolution 11
Pharmacopeial Cooperation and Convergence

USP will lead efforts to advance convergence around robust science-based standards across 
pharmacopeias. USP will focus efforts on those standards where convergence will have the most 
impact on global access to quality medicines.

Proposed Resolution 12
Evidence Generation to Inform Policy

USP will generate and disseminate evidence upon which informed choices can be made for 
investment in regulatory and quality systems, and reforms to regulatory paradigms that advance 
quality, patient safety and public health.

Proposed Resolution 13
Coalition Building

USP will lead and power a stakeholder movement for quality to advance public health and
patient safety.

Proposed Resolution 14
Culture of Excellence 

USP will model operational excellence, continuous improvement, stakeholder responsiveness, 
and transparency.

Proposed Resolution 15
Impact Expansion 

USP will expand its public health impact by reaching more people in more geographies with USP 
standards, capability building, and advocacy.

https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-8.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-9.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-10.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-11.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-12.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-13.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-14.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/stakeholder-forum/2020-03-03-cc-report-on-resolution-wp-15.pdf
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Bylaws Relevant to Resolutions
Excerpts from 2015–2020 USP Bylaws

Article II. Purposes

The purposes for which the Convention is formed are as set forth in the Articles of Incorporation and include developing 
and disseminating public standards for medicines and other articles, and engaging in related public health programs. 
The Convention may also set forth by resolution or in separate documents a more detailed mission statement.

Article IX. Council of the Convention

Section 1. Duties.

There shall be a Council of the Convention which shall have the following general duties:

d. Developing resolutions that advance the purposes of the Convention set forth in Article II for the Voting 
Members to consider based on input from the Membership, the Board and, where appropriate, the 
Council of Experts. The proposed resolutions shall be submitted to the Board and Council of Experts for a 
resource assessment and provided to the Membership along with the findings of the Board and Council of 
Experts by electronic mail or by a link to the USP website not later than sixty (60) days prior to the Regular 
Membership Meeting.

For the full text of Article IX, please access via the following link: https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/
about/convention-membership/article9.pdf

https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/about/convention-membership/article9.pdf
https://www.usp.org/sites/default/files/usp/document/about/convention-membership/article9.pdf

