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Resolution five. USP will cultivate a collaborative, robust research, and innovation culture that will allow 
us to continuously assess new technologies and capabilities relevant to our standards-setting activities. 
We will also identify, prioritize, evaluate, and develop new opportunities that further USP’s mission and 
respond to the needs of our stakeholders. 
 
In fiscal year 2018, USP’s Research and Innovation team enhanced our operating model, advanced 
new and current projects, and broadened the adoption of the innovation infrastructure. 
 
As part of our new operating model, we developed a project lifecycle framework going from an initial 
idea, to a proof of concept, to an incubated project, and finally graduating to organizational adoption. 
 
Pharmaceutical Continuous Manufacturing graduated from incubation to an organizationally adopted 
initiative and we will build a new team dedicated to this initiative. 
 
We also launched two incubated projects, one focused on the use of Quantitative Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance and the other on the use of DNA Identification techniques for herbals. These projects 
represent potential new ways to identify products and ingredients, and could, in time, result in an 
evolution of some of our standards through our typical, public standard-setting process. In addition, 
qNMR may help to enhance some of our internal quality assurance processes. 
 
We began exploring several proof of concept topics, including 3D-Printing of finished dosage forms, 
microbiome, digital therapeutics, and gene editing. Some of these projects may transition into the 
incubation phase, and eventually become candidates to enter into the usual standards-development 
process. 
 
To enhance innovation at USP, we continued to broaden the reach of our innovation infrastructure, 
which is made up of the Ignite and the Idea systems.  
 
Looking ahead to fiscal year 2019 and beyond, R&I will continue to bolster our pipeline of ideas and 
projects. We will deepen our understanding of qNMR and DNA Identification, we will provide additional 
resources to further strengthen our innovation infrastructure, and we will build a team to advance 
Continuous Manufacturing technologies at USP, all while continuing our partnerships with leading 
academic and industry groups. 


