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Resolution eight. USP will collaborate with stakeholders to develop, strengthen, revise, and promote 
adoption of healthcare quality standards that address quality and safety related to the use of 
medications.   
 
In FY 18, USP has advanced this resolution through a variety of ongoing efforts led by our Expert 
Volunteers. The Opioid/Naloxone Subcommittee is working closely with stakeholders through 
roundtables and discussion forums to identify standards that may help improve patient safety with the 
therapeutic use of opioids and naloxone. The Medication Safety Subcommittee is addressing 
preventable medication errors by drafting quality standards for large volume parenteral medications and 
two-component vaccine products. The Parenteral Nutrition Safety Expert Panel is advancing work on a 
new USP general chapter addressing standardization of ordering, labeling, and compounding of 
parenteral nutrition products. The Drug Allergy and Intolerance Classification Expert Panel is creating a 
classification scheme to reduce preventable medication errors associated with patients’ allergies and 
intolerance to medications. 
 
During this time, published HQS standards have demonstrated public health impact in several key 
areas as well. First, USP Chapter <17> was adopted through states, national pharmacy chains, and 
mail order pharmacies,  bringing health literacy concepts to billions of prescription labels, streamlining 
how patients read and understand  their medication labels.  The USP Medicare Model Guidelines 
continue to support the Medicare Part D formulary benefit, and continue to be used in the benchmark 
tool for the state health insurance exchange markets for commercial health plans. Also, USP published 
the first version of USP Drug Classification, which is an annual independent drug classification 
designed to support stakeholders outside of Medicare Part D program. 
 
Collaborations with stakeholders and healthcare quality coalitions are critical to USP's ability to meet 
this resolution, and we continue to be actively engaged with the National Coordinating Council for 
Medication Error Reporting and Prevention, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
PROTECT initiative, and the National Quality Forum. 
 
Looking ahead to FY19 and beyond, USP will continue to advance this resolution through these efforts 
and collaborations, with an increased focus on development and deployment of opioid safety standards 
and healthcare practitioner education efforts to address the national opioid epidemic.    


