HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

For the most effective use of this book, the reader is urged to read the Preface and to consult the list of Abbreviations as
needed. In addition, the following notes and examples are provided as pointers on how to use the book.

Each U.S. Adopted Name is shown in boldface type. The USAN entry typically includes:
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HISTORICAL NOTE

he organization responsible for the periodic revision and publication of the United States

Pharmacopeia came into existence in January 1820, and was incorporated in 1900 under

the name, The United States Pharmacopeial Convention. In keeping with the growth of

the medical and pharmaceutical professions and over a century and a half of medical
progress, the Convention has continued to draw upon the organizations that are broadly representative
of the teaching and practice of these and allied professions in providing a base of authority for the
Pharmacopeia.

From the outset and over the years since 1820, those physicians and pharmacists who have devoted
countless hours to creating and maintaining the Pharmacopeia have been deeply concerned with the
names by which drugs are commonly known. Indeed, encouraging the use of standard names for drugs
has been aimost as important a function of the Pharmacopeia as that of providing high standards of
quality for them.

The acquisition by the USP Convention of the National Formulary, on January 2, 1975, consolidated
the responsibility for the names in the USP and NF, the legally recognized compendia of standards for
drugs. The standards-setting process, however, is such that the USP Council of Experts ordinarily has
not entered the picture until after the drug names, both those for nonproprietary use and those pro-
tected by trademarks, have been selected and put into use.

The foundations of the United States Adopted Names (USAN) Council were established in June 1961,
when the American Medical Association and the United States Pharmacopeial Convention formed the
AMA-USP Nomenclature Committee. The American Pharmaceutical Association became the third spon-
sor in 1964. At that time, the name of the committee was changed to the United States Adopted Names
Council, and “United States Adopted Name” or “USAN” was designated as the term to describe any
nonproprietary name formally adopted by the council. In 1967, the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion began its participation in the USAN Council through appointment of a liaison representative to
the council. The FDA later strengthened this relationship by publishing in the Federal Register regula-
tions which state in part that “Interested persons, in the absence of the designation by the Food and
Drug Administration of an official name, may rely on as the established name for any drug the current
compendial name or the USAN. .. ."




